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Science and the Pace of Life.

N an interview with a press correspondent
at Bremen before he went on board
the liner, ‘Oakland’, for San TFranciseo,
Professor Albert Einstein is reported to have
said that the prescut pace of life was too fast
for the man-in-the-street even to catch the
newspaper headlines and 1t was imperative
that we slowed down. “A few years ago
people had a chance to sit down and think.
It could not be helped if some did not make
use of the opportunity, but now no one is in
a position to stop and think even if he
desires to do so. We are moving too tast to
allow a general understanding of science.
‘The public is not much interested in it nor
does it understand science. 1t is paradoxi-
cal, but apparently true, that the very
instruments of science, instead of being
devoted to help common men to a greater
understanding of reality are doing just the
opposite and are only succeeding in befuddl-
mg things even moye.  Sclentifie techmque
18 growing so fast that it must soon slow
down to permit the ordinary man to catch
up.”’

To a casual reader of these sentences, if
they have been reported correctly, they
might scent to contain a severe indictment
of the attitude of scientists towards the
general publie, and might even be under-
stood to convey the impression that Profes-
sor Einstein thought that the progress of
sclentific investigations would not lose
much if they were suspended for such time
at least as would enable the common people
to assimilate their great advances. It is
perfectly true that the 1ush of modern life
in Europe and America is far too tumuituous
and excited to permit the man-in-the-sireet
to stop and think of what is going on around
him but science may not be the only conftri-
butory cause of this senseless impetuosity,
We seem to forget that ‘the world has not
and never had any assured hope of progress

and perfectibillity’ and neither acts of
Parliament nor aechievements of scientists
can coeree them.  MThe 1estlessness and

discontent of the present agoe have their
roots in social and economije causes and it
i8 doubtful if the progress of science assisted
in their accceleration. Most men are the
victims of half-knowledge which i worse
than honest ignorance, and being produets
of a bad systemi of education, are
nnabje ‘‘ to turn the light of knowledge on

n
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their own hearts while doing their own | fashions and literatuore. This morbid
work.”” The present age has ceased to | craving for stupefying thrills which is

regard leisure and tranquillity as indispensa-
ble for adorning human environment and
has placed implicit faith in wealth as the
chief necessity for the embellishment of life.

This change in the scale of human values
must account for the feverish pleasures and
restless frivolities connoted by the ‘¢ pace of
life”” to which Professor Einstein refers.
Human happiness is conceived as centering
in material comforts and the docfrine which
assigns a subordinate position to worldly
goods has become infructuous. The sugges-
tion that greed 18 misery and its absence,
happiness will have no meaning to the age
which worships the golden calf. The thrift-
les§ vearning for money accounts for the
mad rush of life and the unequal distribution
of wealth, for much of the world’s wickedness.
There Lhave been great civilizations in the
past history of the world 1n which the ostenta-
tious display of wealth formed the most
conspicuous feature of the national pomp
and pageantry, but history does not record
that the people were consumed by such sin-
1ster passions as disfigure modern civilization.
It in the days of the Mauryan dynasty and
under Gupta administration unlocked doors
did not excite the cupidity of the people, a
great atavistic change must have since come
over the human mind, a certain section of
which laughs at loecks, safes and science.
Under the influence of growing industrialisin,
the concentration of population in urban
areas, the stress of economic competition and
the general prevalence of squalor, crime and
poverty, the human mind has been insidi-
ously estranged from spirvituality which has
been for ages its sheet anchor. The prinei-
pal defect of modern civilization is the total
absence of the fear of the Lord whose place
is taken by Scotland Yard and the magistrate.
The criminal, therefore. embarks on his
private enterprise fairly convineed that he
can elude human eyes and all other forms of
anti-social practices are traceable to the
same cause.

The invention of rapidly moving vehicles
has brought the continents nearer each other,
promoted commerce, stirred the instincts to
accumulate large wealth and has also spread
disease and has enabled international gang-
sters to set up alibis. The quieter and more
normal aspects of life have nearly ceased
to interest us and the growing tendency
for the sensational and the abnormal is
reflected in our public tastes, amusements,

becoming general, is symptomatic of the
degenerative process of the human mind
which has missed the essence of absolute
life, 1ts hopes, its beauties and its ideals.
The conflict between religion and science
which occupied the greater part of the
nineteenth century, has been wrongly assum-
ed to have proved that the ideals of the
former are thrown into the unknown future,
thus paving the way for the purely material-
istic conception of life. The attempt to
interpret the world in mechanical and
guantitative terius has led to the application
of these principles to human hfe which
was concerved to be an automaton and
which, escaping from the stern discipline
imposed by religious ideals, seeks 1ts
pleasures limited rather by the power of its
enjoyment than by the apprehension of their
effects on 1ts intellectual, moral and spiritual
endowment. The reason for the human mind’s
breaking away from religious doctrine 18
partly due to its non-recognition of man as
an organic factor of the world and no theory
which separates the two can satisfy philoso-
phy and science. We are reaping the fruits
of the supposed senseless antagonism between
science and religion and its mantfestations
must necessarily perplex thinking minds.
Instead of being mutually antagonistic,
they represent the two modes of approach
to the same problem, wiz., life, in the in-
vestigation of which both are handicapped
by the limitations of human intelligence and
the defectiveness of the ingfruments of study.
We are more conscious of our life than all
the facts and evidences against ‘life’ as a
spiritual entity and this very immminence of
‘conseious life’ baffles a detailed conception
of its essence, The limitations of sclence are
not different from those of the human mind
and their continuance must indicate that
the intuitive perceptions on which religion
bases its doetrines of right and wrong, are
quite as safe a guide as any that ean be wish-
ed for. The promptings of the heart are
far more true than the ratioeinations of the
head.

The pace of life is not set by science
alone though its discoveries on the practical
side may have given it an impetus. Science
is occupied with the investigations of the
properties of matter, their causal relations
and their behaviour under certain induced
and normal conditions but its office does
pot cease with the discoveries which if
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makes. It has a higher purpose and nobler
destiny. Most of these discoveries have a
practical application which may be directed
to the 1mprovement of life as well as 1ts
destruction, but science does not lead the
way to either. The prostitution of the
gifts of science 1s the business of the com-
mercial and indastrial syndicates and of
the Government. It is here where the
scientific results are applied to the practical
problems of life that the pace commences,
stimulated largely by economic competition,
trade jealousy, fat dividends and capitaliza-
tion of industry. The hunting after money
like every species of hunt, is intoxicating
and in 1ts mad pursuit, the graces and
beanties of life are ruthlessly sacrificed for
those goods which all religions condemn
as the parents of every vice and wickedness.
The gold frenzy is at its critical point just
now and when it subsideg religion and
science will have to step in to increase the
wealth of the world by substituting new
values in regard to human happiness which
i at present treated as synonymouns with
material comfort. It is when we have
reintroduced fear and admiration in our
town life whieh 1s marred by social unrest,
when we have humanised the ecommercial
and 1ndusfrial organizations which are
riddled by maladjustments, when the rural
population is enlightened enough to become
intelligent participators in the gifts of
learning and 1 civie administration that
hopes may be enfertained of the co-ordinat-
ed progress of the nation, with sufficient
leisure and tranquillity to devote time and
talents to the enrichment of their home and
environment,

No one can be more vividly conseious of
the limitations of science than he who
hag Lived 1t, and ifts function is ‘‘no more
to save our bodies than it is to save our
gouls *. 1t seeks to uncover the veil of
nature and deals with her facts and pheno-
mena disclosing new worlds of thought,
reality, laws and history of the visible
universe. With the more technical parts of
scicnee, the general public can have very
little to do, but it ought to be possible for
those who have attained a reasonably high
degree of education to become acquainted
with the general advances of those depart-
ments of knowledge in which they are most
interested or in which they have received
their earlier training. To democratise
geience need not necessarily involve its de-
gradation. At present the whole firmament

of public life is dark, illumined here and
there by a few stars of the first magnitude
whose glory 18 scarcely discernible in the
immense general gloom of the sky. What
Professor Binstein wishes is a widespread
diffusion of light throughout this vast area,
each body in it having the power of -self-
lumminescence. It would be too narrow a
view to take that the task of science begins
and ends with research ; for if the knowledge
of science is good then it must be good for
something and for somebody. It is perfectly
legitimate for the scientist to emerge from
the laboratory and give the people who
care, an account of the joys and pleasures
and the difficulties and trials in the
prosecution of his studies and make them
feel the same thrills, and participate in
the cultural beneflits which may have
acerued to the investigator himself. All the
agencies that are impressed in this task, viz.,
the Universities, the leained societies, the
seientific associations and congresses and
the press, have established wide channels of
communicating knowledge to the general
public, but their efiorts are obscured by
causes over which science has little control.
We have tocure the gold fever before science
can come to its own.

In India the task is far harder. KEducation
has scarcely touched the outer fringe of
the vast population. Those who have
received the benefits of education are
interested in matters and problems far
removed from science. The younger genera-
tion is concerned more with the task of
obtaining a livelihood than with extra
courses of studies for the cultivation of mind.
Those that have worldly goods, leisure and
a fair measure of tranquillity are engrossed
with activities naturally betlitting their
station in life. To the businessmen science
is a superfluity. The Indian universitics are
nevertheless engaged in overcoming the
incrtia and in improving the pace of life in
the might direetion; but it will certainly
take a long time for an exotie knowledge
conveyed best in the foreign language to
permeate and enlighten the whole of the
Indian population. Whether it be in India or
in any country, public lifle when freed from
the tyranny of gold will instinetively seek
knowledge, c¢reate leisure for the enjoyment
of the beauties of art and literature, acquire
power to  visualise the higher ideals and
the ambitions of a lamger life than the one
circumscribed by the nariow limits of
industries, commerce and lop-sided progress,



