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Dr. M. O. Forster and the Indian Institute of Science.

HERE 18 a basis of truth in the philo-
sopher’s exclamation—*‘* Blessed is the
country which has no history!™™ During
the ten years of Dr. Forster's Directorship
the Indian Institute of Science has pursued
its peaceful way. There have been no
students’ strikes or political troubles, and a
visitor to the annual gymkhana prize-giving
sees nothing but happy faces and generous
camaraderie. Some {00 students, including
those at present in residence, have passed
through the Institute during these ten years.
It is no small thing that these young men
go out into the world,
most of them to fill res-
ponsible appointments. ali
nnbued with sane and
helpful i1deals. When all
18 said 1t 1s probably for
this that Dr. Forster's
name will be remembered
with honour and affection.
Always accessible, always
sympathetic, with an un-
failing sense of humour,
and scrupulous honesty, 1t
18 piobable that his left
hand does not know what
his right hand has done.
The warmth of kindly
feeling shown at the re-
cent fdrewell entertain-
ment was unmistakeable.
While emphasising these
things there 18 much of
obvious progress to record.
The greatest advance has
been in the Departiment of Electrical Tech-
nology, mainly owing to the zeal and
initiative of Prof. Catterson-Smith. Wireless
laboratories have been equipped and a high
tension laboratory and transformer room
have been provided, as well as a direction-
finding hut. new rooms for battery and
charging equipment and 2 new drawing office.
The number of students has increased
from 15 to 53 and the members of the staff
from 3 to &.

The Department of Biochemistry has also
developed. the number of students having
increased from 16 to 31. A pot-culture house,
animal house, insectory and micro-analytical
laboratory are among the extensions to the
equipment of the Department.
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The Departments of General and Organic
Chemistry still retain their supremacy in
numbers, the students having increased from
52 to 58 and the staff from 4 to 8. ¥Exten-
sions in building and equipment have also
taken place.

Through the generosity of Sir Dorab Tata,
a dStudents’ Gymkhana Club House has
come nto being and is the centre of the
social Iife of the Institute.

All these things, by whomsoever originat-
ed, demand for their successful carrying out
constant attention and support from the
Director. He too must
exercise watchful care over
important concerted re-
searches, such as the in-
vestigations on Lac and
on the Spike Disease of
Sandal, undertaken by
the Institute for the
Governments of Mysore
and Madras respectively.

As his own personal
contribution to the scienti-
fic work of the Institute
must be specially mention-
ed Dr. Forster's editorship
of the dJournal of the
Indian Institute of Science.
165 parts of the Journal
have been published dur-
iIng his term of office,
each of which he has
edited with meticulous
care. In this way he has
kept close wateh over
all the secientific work turned out from
the laboratories, and has been able to
impress his own high standards of excellence
upon staff and students alike. At the close
of his tenure of office he has lent his support
to the new -journal Current Science
which, while appealing to the secientific
public of the whole of India, has its
birthplace and headquarters at the Tnsti-
tute.

In brief then we may say that Dr. Forster
hands over to his successor, Sir C. V. Raman,
an’ institution full of life and possibilities,
In good status, socially, scientifically and

| financially. The foundations have been well

)

and truly laid, what will the superstruoc-
ture be ?



