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scarcities2’. The UNEP report2 says that 
‘the main indicators of economic perform-
ance, such as growth in Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) need to be adjusted to  
account for pollution, resource depletion, 
declining ecosystem services, and the 
distributional consequences of natural 
capital loss to the poor’. 
 Nigam further indicates that the sub-
ject of economics is to undergo a major 
reconfiguration in the future. He also 
points out that India can shift to a more 
ecologically sustainable and sensitive, 
carbon-poor ‘development’ strategy 
without any major damage compared to 
American cities, and that it is important 
‘for the Indian (and other Southern) 
economies to delink from the pace and 
demands of the global economy’. 
 Desire for Development is one among 
the rare books that spark an interest in 
the reader who is least interested in the 
subjects of economics and development. 
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As the name suggests, The Green Pen is a 
book about environmental reporting. Lyla 
Bavadam’s first write-up in the book 
goes to show what makes environmental 
reporting the most challenging. Kunda 
Dixit argues that creating this separate 
category of reporting has affected envi-
ronmental protection, and that there can 
be only two types of journalism – good 
and bad. Writing on similar lines  
Kalpana Sharma adds that the skills 
needed for environmental journalism are 
the same as those needed for good journal-
ism.  
 Devinder Sharma justifies why he  
believes that the media is no longer the 
‘fourth estate’. He exemplifies issues that 
are mostly untouched by the media such 
as farmer suicides, which make only oc-
casional headlines and the enormous 

consumption of water by the automobile 
industry.  
 Frederick Noronha raises concerns 
surrounding tourism in Goa, and Ahmed 
Zaki Nafiz presents a glimpse of environ-
mental reporting in the Maldives, ac-
knowledging that even though the media 
has its spotlight on environmental issues, 
the reportage is mostly ‘superficial’. The 
need for collective environment and 
health reporting, mostly done by separate 
reporters is expressed in the book. Disas-
ter reporting (earthquakes and floods), 
and reporting on water, agriculture and 
wildlife are discussed too. There are 
other articles authored by well-known 
names in the field of environment/ 
journalism, including Richard Maha-
patra, S. Gopikrishna Warrier, Pallava 
Bagla and Sunita Narain. 
 The book explains how reporting on 
environment cannot be done in isolation; 
it is connected with political and eco-
nomic dimensions. It calls for journalists 
to have a scientific understanding of the 
environment to be able to report credi-
bly. There are essays on photojourna-
lism, gender and environment issues, and 
environmental movements. One section, 
‘An Anil Agarwal Reader’ is devoted to 
the late environmentalist Anil Agarwal’s 
selected writings. 
 All the essays represent strong views 
and first-hand experience of the active 
contributors in the field. The Green Pen 
is a must have for all journalists, not par-
ticularly for those reporting on the envi-
ronment. In the words of Darryl D’ 
Monte, ‘The admonitions that several 
contributors to this book address to envi-
ronmental journalists actually apply to 
all scribes’. 
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