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is at risk in the Himalayan region. Keeping 
in view the importance and conservation 
value of S. chirayita, some conservation 
measures need to be taken, i.e. notify the 
natural populations for the protection of 
its habitats, detailed study on phenology 
with understanding of whole life cycle, 
sustainable collection of germplasm from 
natural populations for developing elite 
generations in future, rehabitation of  
species before taking any developmental 
activities, establishment of nurseries in 
nearby areas of natural habitats, deve-
lopment of large-scale seedlings and 
their plantation, restrictions in field sur-
vey and collection in sensitive areas hav-
ing natural populations and creation of 
awareness among the local healers to 
control over-exploitation in natural habi-
tats to maintain its posterity for future. 
Since policy-makers and scientist cannot 
conserve the species without wider sup-
port from the local communities and 
government agencies, particularly the 
Forest Department, a multi-farious effort 
is required to conserve the species. The 
R&D institutions and universities work-
ing on conservation issues need to deve-
lop appropriate strategies for sharing 
their experiences and scientific informa-
tion for the conservation of this  
important species. Loss of species can 
have important consequences for the 
well-being and prosperity of the human

population, because it reduces the 
strength and capacity of ecosystems to 
provide essential goods and services. 
This includes socio-cultural, religious, 
historical, scientific and educational  
resources. 
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Confirmation of Higgs boson – a limerick in tribute* 
 
• Behold the doughty scientists at CERN 
  Doing their utmost to clearly discern 
  Happenings at dawn of time 
  In the primordial soup and grime 
  Assured ancient events are of great 

concern. 
• Set up super circular way sans central 

divider 
 With opposing traffic to make it  

Hadron Collider 
  Speeding particles to Giga Electron 

Volts 
  That’s a unit of energy (for the dolts) 
  Watching screens for collisions, with 

eyes wider and wider. 
• Round and round the protons racing 

madly went 

  Clockwise or counter, precisely as they 
were sent 

  Across borders, French and Swiss 
  Giving laws of visas complete  

miss 
  Customs and health rules without scru-

ples bent. 
• Finally we have proof of the elusive 

Higgs boson 
  Explaining why all worldly things put 

their mass on 
  One secret of big bang, we’re told, has 

been found 
  Until its anti-secret pops up in the next 

round! 
  As for me, damned if I knew what the 

devil goes on. 

*Limerick is a verse form in which lines 1, 2 
and 5 must rhyme as should lines 3 and 4. All 
the lines must also have the required number 
of syllables, conveying the meaning usually in 
a humorous way. See http://en.wikipedia.org/ 
wiki/Limerick_(poetry)#Variations (accessed on 
3 November 2012) for more details. 
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