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the subject of the guality of charcoal required
for prnducar gas plants.

Little study seems to have been devoted to
the possible use of coconut shell charcoal for
this purpose. The writer made certain en-
quiries in Ceylon and S. India in 1942-43 from
users of automohile gas producers, some of
whom stated that commercial shell charcoal
tried by them contained too high a percentage
of tar products with the result that the gas
filters became clogged very quickly and tar
fouling of the pistons and valves occurred.
The distillative products of shells differ some-
what from those of wood (see Article V of
this series) and it is possible that their more
phenolic nature tending to resinous tar forma-
tion may be a drawback to the vse of shell
charcoal in this field. On the other hand, it is
pcssible that a higher grade of retort charcoal
would be sutable and 1t certainly seems
desirable that further 1nvestigations should be
carried out. The utilization of shell charcoal
in this way would be 0f economac interest to
coconut-growing couniries. The writer would
be glad to hear of any information obtained
from trials on this subject carried out by

investigators in India.
ReEcINALD CHILD,
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II‘ is a matter of great satisfaction that durirg

the short span of two years and a half, the
Journal has established 1tself not only as the
official organ of the Council of Scientific and
Industrial RHesearch but also as the Journal to
whom the world will look to as the medium
reflecting the progress of industrial research in
this country. The Journal, published as a
quarterly at its inception, has now been made
into a2 monthly to meet the growing demand
for the pmmpt pubhcatmn of the results of
industrial research pursued in the various labo-

ratories. Further, the Journal has been largely
responsible for estabhshmg the long-felt ligison
between the industrialists and the scientitic
Workers.

The get-up and format of the Journal have
heen greatly 1mproved and considering
the difficult times during which this journalistic
enterprise has been launched, the Journal has
to its credit a record of substantial progress.
The Editorial Board and the distinguished
Editor deserve to be heartily congratulated.




