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those systems$ may not be 1n a position to appre-
ciate. It remains therefore for the trained scien-
tist to approach those subiects with some spirit of
modesty and endeavour to explainthe treatments
and related clinical observations in terms of
modern medicine.

ANTHROPOLOGY.

fhail Bahadur Ramaprasad Chanda,
B.A., F.A.S.B.

IN the Anthropology section Rai Bahadur Rama-
prasad Chanda bas dwelt in his presidential
address on the origin and history of the spirit of
renunciation and self-sacrifice, S:amamsm, in the
Hindu religion, From the writings of Megasthe-
nes and other Gresk travellers it is seen that the
Buddhist sramanisis were of two kinds, the
Hylobun (vanaprasthas) and the Bilkshus, Yatis,
and Sanydasis, who practised self-mortification
and meditation. Sumlde, as the final act of
agscelicism, which was in vogue at the time, had
not the support of early Buddhist and Brahmanic
records, though some others such as Nirgranthas
and Jain $raeamanas had glorified it. In more
remote days, 4.e, in the days of A pastamba,
sramanus were not regarded as superior to g¢ri-
hasthas. The extracts from the earliest Dharma-
sutras show that one could attain moksha by
performing the pious deeds of a householder, and
the sramanas were not sanctioned by the Vedas.
Sramanism could not have been an offshoot of a
Vedic Aryan institution, but must have had its
origin outside the pale of Vedic Avyanism.
Among the Vedantists, the school of Ba.damyana
Was Dppﬂsed to a I]GI]-AI’}?E!II origin of sramanism.
According to the Vedanta-siitra molksha can be
attained ﬂniy by the knowledge of Brahman-
Atman and one need not perform the Vedic rites
of a householder but mav renounce karma and
pursue the knowledge of Brahman as a sramana.
Jaimint on the contrary contends that the rites of
a householder such as agnikotra must not be given
p in the face of the dll’PGt opposition of the Vedas
The President traces the origin of éramanism to
the yatis of the pre-Vedic age. That they had
been prominent in the days of the Indus
civilisation is seen frown the wvarious postures of
the figures discovered at Mohenjo-Daro. They
were sorcerers and medicine men and later adopted
the practice of renunciation and sclf-mortification
as an effective means of acquiring supernatural
powers. This quiet non-Aryan institution gra-
dually overcame the old Brahmanism and became
modified byit. The later smrithis and puranas
and M&nu advocated it. The rise GESanLara in
eiglith century A.D. gavea fillip to §ramanism.
ankara organised the Brahminic order of Drmda-
sanydsts which still survives. Since his days the
Vedanta-sutra of Falarayana has becnme the
basis of almost all the Bralhman refnrmers
whether Vaigsnava or Saiva. To-day sramanisn
or the renunciation of the worldly }lmmums is
held in highest veneration by the ]Imduﬁ, and it
is now believed that siddhi or moksha is possible
only for a sanyasi. In Bengal the modern
Vaisnuvas, i.e., the followers of Caitanya, and the
Salias give preference to bhukii as a means to
attain moksha. This peculiarity of IBengali psycho-
logyisattributed to a physical trait, bmvhyrephaly
The change that mtlst }m.vﬂ }mppened among the
Vedic Aryans in the remote past was perhaps

President :

similar to the guite recent tendency among
educated Beugalis to seek initiation from sadhus.
While $ramanism has made great contributions
to Tndian culture and phﬂusnphy, it has liberated
toxins in the social organism which have under-
mined 1its health. By dying without issue for
hundreds of generations some of the best elements
of the population have been eliminated, leading to
the dechﬂe of the Hindus,
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PsYCHOLOGY.
President: Manmatha Nath Banerji, M.Sc., B.L,

THE address commences with a reference to the
organisation and work of the Indlan Psychoana-
lytical Society and the Indian Psychological
Association which were inaugurated in 1922 and
1926 respectively. The former is affiliated to the
International Psychoanalytical Association whose
ostensible object is to popularise tlie basic
principle of the unconscious life of the human
mind and the technique of psychoanalysis as a
curative agent of mental obsessions, The address
proceeds to point out that ancient religzious
philosophies of India and her social and cultural
structure were based on psychological foundations.
It is maintained on the aunthoribty of ancient
scriptures, that the purification of mind is the
source of happiness, spiritual and secular and for
the eradication of all antisocial tendencies. Then
a plea is entered for the revival of the study of
applied psvchology for © the salvation of so vﬂc:t a
country as India, a hundred times morc extensive
work on p.:r‘\?ﬂhfﬂﬂﬂ'}’ is necessary than is being
done now. In India there i1s enough scope for
hundreds of Laboratories and Insmtut% not
necessarily in the Universities and Gﬂlleges, but
managed by outside agencies as well.”” The
practical applications ot psychological researches
in the practice of medicine. in the education of
the normal and abnormal ¢lhild, in the selection of
vocations, in the control and Hmnagement of the
criminal, in the ordered progress of industries and
in the stability of society, must make the study
superlatively important. The power to utilise the
restilts of psvchological studies for vocational
guidance and selection i3 perhaps an important
one and it may even be said to be an indispensable
equipment of the teacher and not one in a hun-
dred has the correct appreciation of this branch of
knowledge of the child mind for a proper evaluation
of its normal working, its potentialities and its
inherited predispositions which have to be caree
fully watched, controlied and developed. Ifor lack
of adequate scientific training of the teacher,
there is a great waste of precious human material
which, if wisely handled, ought to contribute to the
prosperity of the state. A medical exaniination of
the school children is no doubt desirable, but still
more important ig a ¢ thorough mental survey of
the youth of the country ', ‘" 1t Is necessavy
that every scholar should be given mental and
scholastic tests at least twice during his career
and his personality tested to detect if anything
wentl wrong, by one thoroughly trained in expoeri-
mental psychology and psychoanalysis.” In
America and Europe intensive efforts are made to
provide vocational guidance to school children and
to recruite to the atmy and air servicein r epard to
their suitability for the kinds of service in these
departments. Incidentally such experiments
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throw side lights on the mental capabilities and
physical fitness of the youth for services not
contemplated by them and the record compiled
by the American psychologists after examining
1:75 million young men, must be an excellent
body of refercnce for similar work

. k.

in the class roome, drawn from all the strata of
society, whose body and mind are a perfect
enigma, a state of emergencey has arisen which
** requires that every University and school agency
should frame regulations for gppointing for every
schonl and college one medical
psychologist trained in experimental psychology
and psychoanalysts to conduct pericdical exami-
nation of the pbhysical and mental health of every
boy and girl ™’ with a view to suggest remedies for
the deficients, to segregate the abnormal, to
reform the criminal and to elevate the desirable.
In the course of such examinations, the pyscho-
logist should keep an eye on the vocational
aptitudes of the scholars and after repeated tests.
should be able {o prescribe for the scholars
the careers for which they have a natural
bias. Such tests must be extended to the
factories and mills where a large number of people
of all ages and both sexes are employed and the
results of experimental studies must yield valuabie
infecrmation in regard to the pre-disposing causes
of fatigne, their removal, the introduction of others
which make for increasing output and eliminating
premature wear and tear of the human hody and
mind. The administrative authorities of large

in India. |
Considering the heterogeneous admixture of pupils |
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concerns and departments, ircluding Govern-
ments, realise theoretically that a ceontented
workman will put forth more than double the
gquantity of energy that a discontented worker will,
but few will take the trouble to find out the causes
which make so pwuch difference between content-
ment and dissatisfaction. They are not entirely
due to wages. More often than not theyv arise
trom maladjustment of the genius of the workman
and the nature of the work in which he is employed
and frequently by a slight alteration in the posi-
tion the workman is capable of putting forth his
maximum talents, The knowledge of adult and
Javenile psychology and a disposition to create
comforts by granting adequate wages would earn
for the management infinitely more profit than
ignorance, want of courage and niggardly policy.
It may he recollected that a division of applied
psychology was added to the Carnegie Institute of
Technologv in 1915, known as Division of Co-
operative Research which condncts surveys for
individual firms. In every enlightened country
there are Psychological Corporation, the Personnel
Research Federation and the National Research
Council engaged in the investigation of industria)
psychological problemis and in India, except the
psychological laboratories attached to the Univer-
sities, there is hardly aninstitute comparable with
whal other progressive countries possess. Facis
province must organise its industrial psychological
station, vocational guidance ipstitute, e3peri-
mental psychological laboratories, and mental
surveys of school children.

Asiatic Society of Bengal.

THE 150th Anniversary of the Foundation of the

Asiatic Society of Bengal—India’s Qldest
Society—was celebrated onthe 15th of January. A
banquet was arrangecd on the occasion for a distin-
guished company. ir, L. L. Fermor, the President,
in his speech, outlined the history of the Society
founded by Sir William Jones for inquiring into
the history, civil and patural, the antiquities,
laws, arts and sciences and literature of Asia, The
Governor of Bengal paid a glowing tribute to the
Society for its spiendid record of work. ¢ Gianfs
have heen associated with fthe activities of the
Society from the beginning and more than a score
of men had won for themselves a place in the
world’s encylopazedia of scholarship. ™’

The Bombay Society and the Ceylon Society
founded In 1827 and 1845, respectively, were both
ingpired by the successful preliminary work of the
Asiatic Socieby of BDengal. The administration and
the publication work of the Indian Science Con-
gress, founded in 1914, islooked after by the Asiatic
Society when the Congress is nof: in session.

» Royal Prussian Academy

The following honorary anniversary members
were elected on the occasion : His Rovyal High-
ness the Prince Damrong, Rajanubhab of Siam,
Buddhist Scholar and President, National Library,
Bangkok ; Professor Arthur Christenson of
Norway; Professor Taha Hussain; Sir John
Marshall, late Director-General of Archaology ;
r. Rabindranath Tagore ; Dr. Oan Kan, Presi-
dent, Batavia Society of Arts and Sciences, Java ;
Sir - Sidney  Burvard, late Surveyvor-General of
India ; Professor Albert Einstein, Member of the
of Science; Proiessor
Hedin, Geographer, Sweden; Professor Lacroix,
Secretary, Academy of Sciences, Paris; Dr. Henry
Fairfield Osborne, President, American Museum
of Natural History, New York: and Lord Ruther-
ford, ex-President, Royal Society of England.

Messages of congratulation have been received
from the Viceroy, the Royal Society, the British
Museum, and several institutions in America and
Australia.




