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The Statham Committee Report.*

YIHE results of the enquiry into the present
education system in Travancore are
published in a skilfully compiled document,
many of the observations and reeommend&-
tions of which have a purely local interest.
However, the chapter on Secondary Educa-
tion is [ull of substance and flavour and,
nolding as this subject does the key-position
In the framework of educational organisation,
offers certain fundamental problems of far-
reaching importance, which are well worth
re-examination. Admittedly there 18 a
certain amount of legitimate dissatisfaction
and a large measure of criticism about the
results achieved by this department and it is
only natural that neither the University
authorities nor the discerning public are
happy over the annual output of imperfectly
prepared material from the secondary schools.
Several causes have tended to produce this
unsatisfactory position and it seems to
us that few of them could well have been
avoided. Secondary Education in India is
at the present moment passing through a
critical transitional phase in its development
and it will probably take a long time before
it can [ully regain its funection of contribut-
ing to the moral and material progress of the
country.

The complaint against the lowering of
standards in the existing high schools is a
grievous charge against the teaching, the
examination and the equipment. Promotions
irom the lower classes are alleged to be very
unsatisfactory and the prescription of lower
minima for the eligibility of matrieulates and
S.8.L.C. candidates for admission to the
University courses as well as the over-
crowding of classes by the pupils whe
have repeatedly failed at the public exami-
nations are usually regarded as other causes
which have led to a fall in standards,
Another equally serious cause according to
the critics of secondary education is the
language difficulty, candidates having to
acquire proficiency in a foreign tonguo which
1% the mediam of instruetion and examina-
tion. While we admit that there iz a large
clement of truth in all these eriticisms, we do
not believe that they alone are responsible
for the definitely poor standard of attainment
presented by the secondary school candidates,
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We consider that the efficiency of teaching
depends more on the capacity and scholar-
ship of the teacher, the range and variety of
the subjects ineluded in the eurricula, the
methods and apphances employed in con-
veying instruction and the intelligent and
indunstrious eco-operation of the pupils, than
on the rigidity of examinations and higher
minima. It is true that the latter influences
the former, but the curse of education in
India iy its dominance by examinations.
Secondary IIducation in this country about a
generation ago was comparatively free from
blemishes such as are attributed to it at
present and the eriticisnis now directed
against " standards ° were not heard of in
those days. The causes which have led to
this degeneraey which undonbtedly exists,
must be sought for elsewhere.

The doctrine of democratisation of educa-
tion which according to its exponents means
** free education for all,” is at the root of
the whole trouble, They would ‘‘ open wide
the sluices ' and permit ‘““the water of human
life to flow under the bridge of education
without considering its purity and power
to fertilise. The demoeratic ideal of
education really implies that every child
must, °°in proportion to his aptitude and
regardiess of his parents’ occupation’, be
provided with facilities for the attainment of
the fullest measure of his intellectual and

moral stature, but in practice the ideal
actually imposes selection of candidates so

that *the unfit may not block the way of
the gifted and prevent us from o
the latter a culture worthy of them.” The
school is certainly a democratic institution
where ‘children of all origins mix and
elbow each other on the same benches,”
but, while no one need be alarmed at mixing
and elbowing, it must be admitted that at
least for some time to come the gelective
effects which are expected of education
cannot be realised, The children who come
lrom homes where they lhave neither the
proper spirit nor culture, do not possess
that predisposition for learning which the
more favoured ones bring to bear on their
tasks and a class which presents intellectual
gradients ol a nature disturbing to. the uni-
form progress of instruction cannot hope to
reach sueh high standards of attainment ag
did schools a generation ago from which these
impediments were comparatively absent. It
may be expected t0 take at least three gene-
rations of secondary education before a gene.
rafion of children ean arise, possessing

ering ta

- an  academie discipline.

sufficiently wide and uniform intelicctual
equipment to profit by iustruction in a
menner satisfactory to the public and the
university authorities. The majority of
young men attending our high schools do
not now possess the advantages of a cultured
home, and they therefore suffer from the
handicap of a meagre inteliectual heritage.
The s0-called backward communities have
to acgquire enlightenment before they can
impart it to their children and no amount
of impatience and criticism can aecelerate
this rather slow psychological process.
The general awakening of the masses to
the benefits of education not as a reward
in itself, bui as & means of absorption
into the professions and public service, has
mtroduaced into the elass-room intellectual
inequalities of a kind unknown to the genera-
tion of teachers now disappearing, and their
suecessors are accused of not  possessing
that touch of alchemy which econverts
pewter into gold. It is true that the class-
room should not recognise social distinetions
but its obvious function is to discover and
emphasise intellectual differences, for *‘ de.-
moeracy more than any other form of society
needs an é€lite’’. The criticism  against the
towering of standards veally arises from the
habit of applying the old yard-stick of
efficiency to new and entirely different condi-
tions, therec has not vet been sufficient
time for the large body of the intellectually
backward pupils to acquire from their
parents the necessary - predisposition for
The setback in
standards 18 a - psychological phenomenon,
inevitable under the existing circumstances.

Apart from the inherent intellectnal weak-
ness of the majority of secondary school
pupils, over-crowding of class rooms must
mifitate against the attainment of even
reasonable standards. The universitieg
therefore have adopted a more stringent,
method of selection and some of them are
even contemplating a unification of the exa-
mination system. Nevertheless, one should
not forget that the reasons for this indiscri-
minate participation in a strictly academie
type of education by the people lie very deep.
The interests of the public are largely
economic and it will not in the end be
possible to keep young men in great numbers
from utilising any educational opportunities
that exist to equip themselves for an
honourable living. Are all these young men

competent to take learning of an acadenic

type as their ideal inlife? The diffienity of
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‘“ selection ’ attaing its acuteness when we
realise that every detail of secondary educa-
tion is commeonly discussed by the public from
all standpoints except theright one, wiz., the
interests of culture. Really the problem of
over-crowding stands in the foreground of all
educational reformy and its solution,—*‘to
leave the door of higher education no more
than ajar,”—however desirable it may be, will
not be acceptable to the people. It will take
some time for them to be convinced that it
would be far wiser for their children to be
diverted info vocational schools even al the
threshold of secondary education {from which
they can never hope to derive real profit.
The prolonged course of three years’ study in
the high schools ought to provide abundant
opportunities for measuring the candidates’
capacities and chances of progress in literary
learning and now more than ever a compre-
hensive scheme of psychological tests for dis-

covering their capabilities and natural
aptitudes should be applied in order to
diminish the hoteh-potech in our schools.

Education is a slow process of impregnating
the mind, based on careful selection of
infelligence wherever it may be found, and
nothing can be more hastile to its purposes
than the so-called democratic theory that
fine literary capacities are found ‘' in widest
commonalty spread .

The ontstanding feature of secondary edu-
cation in India is the rapid growth 1n the
number of institutions and of the scholars
receiving instrucetion in them. This increase
which about a generation ago might have
meant advancement of national well-being
is now generally regarded as a symptom of
people’s helplessness. Seventy-five per cent.
of the pupils who sit for the public examina-
tion at the end of three years of training
are found incligible for admission fo the
University eourses and their literary eduea-
tion unfits them to join their fathers
profession. There is certainly a place and
use for all these discarded pupils in the body
politic and one of the purposes of secondary
education ought to be to discover to these
candidates the extent and direction in
which they can function as eflicient citizens.
Education in its widest sense is a continuous
process of absorbing the environment which
in the sceondary stage should be sufliciently
diversified and iHuminating for tlie encourage.
ment and utilisation of all kinds of talent
the scrvice of the State. The “ wastage of
pupils ' so often complained of ix clearly
produced by the inelastic and inhospitable

—

environment provided by the secondary
system of education rather than by the
examinations. Secondary education is at
present attempting to achieve what would
be impossible, even if it were desirable,
namely, to cultivate literary interests in
every onc¢ with a view to higher university
courses. The problem of wastage of pupils
is bound np with our ignorance of the
fundamental structure and capabilities of
the adolescent mind and teacher and pupil
therefore encounter mutual resistance in
the performance of their respective tasks.
Revision of carricula constantly tending to
the restriction of their range and quality, and
prescription of lower minima at the examina-
tions, are not a solution to the problem of
‘“wastage ™, for they only transfer the
problem of *‘ standards ~ elsewhere,

There is another criticism to which the
secondary system of cducation is exposed
especially in those provineces in which the
matriculation examination continues to be
directed by the University. It seems {o us
that the latter is unjustifiably accused of
exerciging a baleful influence on pre-univer-
sity edueation. Surely the admitting autho-
rities must be conceded the elementary right
of determining the standard of attaimmment
and the range of studies in candidates seeking
entrance to the University course and until
souie years ago, there was no impeachiment
of the relationship between the universities
and the high schools. The inereasing admis-
sion of misfits into the secondary schools for
a purelv literary type of education is at the
root of this eriticism also and the only way
of removing the reproaeh ix to provide u
wider and more diveisitied course of instrue-
tion for such as seem unlikely to profit by
academic studies.

The reformi of secondary education in
India is attended by difficultics which are
absent in other countries, Here a candidate
failing in the matriculation examipation
acquires a social stigma, however capable he
may otherwise be and however well-qualilied
for earning an honourable and independent
livelihood, RBecause the government have
placed a premium on  university degrees
ay a qualifying fest for admission o ad-
ministrative posts which are supposed to
carry with them social prestige and politi-
cal power, communities hitherto apathetic
to higher education, have discovered, under
the stimulus of * Communal representation
i the Bervices ', a passion for the tewards
which a literary cdueation is expected 1o
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confer. This age-long apathy must ncees- | We shall have to wait for administrative
sarily impose 4a handicap on securing reforms to be introduced by the new consti-

immediate academic distinetions on at least
a majority of those who but for communal-
ism. would have been content to carry on
antd enrich the traditional pursuits of their
fathers. We must seek and foster intelligence
and scholarship wherever they may be
found, but no efforts of education can
create them where they do not exist and
the money and energy devoted to producing
themm might more protitably be utilised In
training the young men to professions ior
which they possess specitic aptitudes. Per-
haps the most serious difficulty confronting
any rational reform of education 1s that
within recent years it has come too much
within the range of communal suspicions,
which can only disappear after government
withdraws recognition mnow accorded to
University degrees.

tution before we can formulate any schemes
for reconstructing the system of secondary
education and any proposals for eduecational
reform that may be put forward even when
the reconstructed government has been
introduced must be of a tentative character,
for India is an organism still in the proeess
of becoming. A certain measure of national
stability in the wider sphere of its functions
is indispensable for the sound evolation of
educational reforms the necessity for which
will need to be adequately understood by the
new legisiature. Only a thorough convie-
tion that a sound secondary education with a
wide range of selective courses must form
the backbone of the national well-being ean
bring effective means for overhauling the
educational machinery slowly, wisely and
efficiently.

The Earthquake in North India.

K associate ourselves with the numerous
agencles which have appealed for
assistance to relieve the sufferings of our
fellow-men 1n the earthquake-stricken dis-
tricts of Bihar and Nepal.

The results of the scientific investigations
initiated by Dr. L. L. Fermor will, we have
no doubt, extend our knowledge of the
geological conditions of the Sub-Himalayan
regions and perhaps may even provide the
people with the means of forecasting these
baleful phenomena with some measure of
certamty. In ¢hese regions wlich are
obviously in the zone of weakness and strain,
implied by the severe crumpling of the rock
beds in the elevation of the Himalayas,
within very recent times, and where the
rocks have, therefore, not yet attained
stavility or quiescence, suberustal disloca-
tions must be frequent, resulting in more or
less disastrous earthquakes always attended
by appalling destruction of life and property.
The fertility of the Indo-Gangetic alluvial
plain has at all times attracted large masses
of population who have built in this geologi-
cally- unstabie region, some of the richest
cities in the East, little dreaming that their
opulence and magnificence practically rest
on a powder magazine within a few miles of
their foundations.

The recent earthquake is far more intense
than the tremors which occurred in 1833 in
the same area and is nearly as ruinous as the
one which overwhelmed Assam on June

12th, 1897. Earthquakes, floods, famines
and cyclones have become numerous and
frequent within recent years and the resto-
ration of flourishing and populous cities
which are rendered defunct by these cata-
strophies must be beyond the resources of a
single nation. It oceurs to us that the
League of Nations should devise proposals
for setting up an international organisation
with the financial support of all countries of
the world, to supplement the efforts of
private philanthropy in dealing with the
cataclysms over which man has no control
and against which he has no means of
providing protection. We do not believe
that our proposal is impracticable for, in our
judgment the moral significance of our
civilisation must fail if it does not promofe
an 1ncreasing recognition of brotherhood
among nations both in times of distress and
prosperity, irrespective of their geographical
situation and other differences. The League
of Nations from its exalted position in the
international life is competent to formulate
and design schemes for fostering the unity
of the different races now divided by narrow
parochial interests and no misfortune should
oceur to any one of them without evoking
spontaneous sympathy in the hearts of others.
We can conceive of no cause or religion more
sacred to humanity than provision of relief
for the destitute and suffering and an earth-
quake 18 certainly that touch of Nature which
ought to make the whole world kin.



