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The Educational Advisory Board.

THE formation of a Central Advisory

Board of Education, foreshadowed by
SIr . S. Bajpai at the last session of the
Legisiative Assembly at Delhi, is, in our
opinion, an urgent necessity. In recent
times, the academic problem has assumed
new and perbhaps complex shapes, and in its
solution the Government of India might
naturally desire to rely on the advice and
assistance which this expert body is compe-
tent to place at their disposal. When
Government abolished the Bureau of Edu-
cation in 1923, their influence on the for-
mation and execution of the educational
policy of provinces practically disappeared
and the new Board is obviously Intended fo
restore that influence. It is desirable—means
will no doubt be found for it—that the
Educational Advisory Board should be so
constituted that it will fit into the general
framework of Federal Administration, since
it i3 proposed to make it o department of
Central Government. Otherwise the ex-
perience and progress obtained by the
Indian States in the sphere of education
will lose contact with the machinery devised
for British India. Bducational progress 1n
India is hampered by periodie financial
inhibitions, and the first task of the Board
must be to Secure a statutory grant for
giving effect to its recommendations.

Among the various facfors which have
rendered the academic problem increasingly
complex in India, mention must be made of
the immense expansion of scientific know-
ledge with its reactions on the social and
economic life of the country, the vastly
increased demand for higher and technologi-
cal education, the wider conception of the
duties of the modern universities and the
emergence in the body bpolitic of social
communities which had previously remained
indifferent, W are not impressed by the
zoal of educationisis for thoe constitutional
reform of their institutions, lowever Hnpor-
tant they may be to the inner life of their
administration, for the outside world always
measures the efftciency of the machinery
by its resnlts, unmoved by its struetural
beauty. The problem of the public i3 com.
parabively simple. The man iun the street
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desires to enter his sons for his own profes-
sions or aspires to give them access to the
public service of the country. To a matter-
of-fact person, the ideal of knowledge for its
own sake has few attractions, and his
greatest concern is that the money he
invests in the education of his children
shouid bring return in the form of enrich-
ment of his own profession, or that their
service to the State should be adeguately
remunerated. Such a man has very little
use for the type of education now imparted
in our gchools and colleges, which in his
judgment leads nowhere. One of the
criticisms passed on modern 'education is
that the cultural and social advantages of
higher education are beyond the reach of
the man of humble means. Of all the
questions which will engage the earnest
and immediate attention of the projected
Board, the most importan{ ones appear to
us to be the statutory granf, the education
of the poor man’s children and the problem
of the pass-man.

The Government of India contemplate the
ereation of a number of Committees to assist
the Advisory Board in the investigation of
relevant problems, and perhaps the most
vital question that will confront the Board,
when brought into being, must relate to
Finance. There should be established a
Committee of Finance of moderate dimen-
sions, of independent character and pos-
sessed of adequate powers to act as a link
between Government and the Board. We
would prefer to call this body, Committee
of Reference. It should enjoy statutory
power for the purpose of elucidating and
correlating expenditure on the several grades
of education, besides exercising advisory and
supervisory authority in connection with the
financial allocation in each province. The
advice of this Committee in regard to the
assignment of coniributions by the Central
and Provincial Governments to educational
and university purposes should be adopted,
which would thus secure unification of the
financial policies of the different administra-
tive authorities. If such a body is to be
efficient it must include independent men of
affairs, who could pronounce impartiaily
upon counflicting claims, and also persons
who are cognizant of the needs and general
practice of the universities and have 4
genuine interest in their welfare and progress.
We emphasise the importance of the Com-
mittee of Reference because it is borne in
upon us that the clue to the majority of the
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educational and university problems and the
condition of their reforms must ultimately
be finance, and unless the Committee secnres
adequate statutory financial contribution,
progress will be impossible.

1t 1s obvious that since the appearance in
the political field, many of the social elasses
in India are anxious to participate in the
benelits of higher education, to which they
are attracted as an instrument in the task
of preparation for their new and arduous
responsibilities. They regard higher educa-
tion as an indispsnsable equipmsent for the
part that they desire to play in national life.
The extension of the franchise, the increas-
ing association with local self-governing
bodies and the organisation of gocial
groups have given them power which they
rightly think they can exercise for the
advantage of their own class and also for
that of the nation, 1f this power is accom-
panied by knowledge. Our schools and
collegas are now filled with the sons of
these social classes, because they think that
they have a right to share in the national
cultural inheritance, and it is appropriate
that special facilities and preferential treat-
ment should be offered to them. But in
recent times, the discussion of the gquestion
of creating special advantages for them has
suffered from the defect that little or no
attempt has been made to distinguish
between the various classes among whom
the term ‘' poor’ 18 treated as 'synony-
mous with that of “backward’™. We
attribute the failure of some modern edu-
cational expedients aiming at reform, fto
this confusion of ideas, and the fact is that
plans suitable to one section have been
found almost inapplicable to the other. The
changes in the economic life of modern
society and in the intellectual progress of
the nation necessitates a more scientifie
distinction of the communities ; for the wage-
earning classes who could properly have
been called * poor’ half a century ago have
now acquired wealth, while those who may
{airly be termed ‘‘backward’ did not at
that time aspire to higher education. But

in so far as both of them represent particular
strata in the mnational life, it is obvious

that they should have free aecess to the
advantages of higher education.

Perhaps the most delicate and difficult
task for the Advisory Board will be to
formulate their proposals for the working-
class education, to encourage the desire of
the industrial communities to profit by
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academic discipline. If thig desire is genuine,
then it seems to us that 1ts satisfaction should
not exclusively be left to private enterprise or
to a somewhat precarious combination be-
tween state and municipal interests, but that
1t should be recognised and regulated by the
Board or by one of its Committees. Should
there be a working-men's sechool and college
1n every important industrial centre, where
education is imparted free of cost 2 In answer-
ing this question, it should be borne in mind
that gratuitous benefactions do not promote
a sense of self-respect, nor is their value
fully appreciated., For the creation of such
institutions for the children of humble means,
the Board must seck and find assistance
from public-spirited benefactors to supple-
ment 1t8 other resources. Education is a
slow process and naturally therefore it does
pot excite popular imagination or stir
public sympathy. The recent enhance-
ment of school and college fees and
dues, owing largely to the shrinkage of
grants to these institutions has placed impe-
diments in the way of poor young men who
wish to take their share in the academic
and social advantages of higher education.
1f in spite of subsidies in pecuniary or other
shapes which the poor disappointed young
men might otherwise obtain, there are
features i the higher general and profes-
sional institutions, which act as a deterrent
to the entry of such students. We do not sub-
seribe to the theory that education is meaant
only for those who have sufficient means
and intelligence to proflit by if. 1f a man is
gsufficiently rich he 18 often indifferent to
education, The purpose of education 18 to
seek those whose intellectual powers are
dormant and to stimulate them for the
advantage not only of fheir own class but
also for that of the nation.
of educating the poor is a national task to
which the proposed Advisory Board must
give serious attention.

In the way of broadening the avenues for
the admission of wider classes to the bhene.
fits of higher education, we are met with
two problems, viz., examinations and pass-
men. If it could be proved that examina-
tions by the qualities that they test, are a
valuable adjunct to a young man's edu-
cation, we might face all the unsparing
eriticisms which the public heap upon them.
Examinations are jumbled together with
an unecertain multiplicity of standards with
neither congistency nor unjformity, A man
who is rejected in one college or university

The problem .

CURRENT SCIENCE 3

may obtain admission to another where he
may pass with honours. This is a question
which no scheme of reform undertaken by
the Central Advisory Board can overlook,
and which cannot be permanently ignored.

The question of examination in the last
resort raises the issue of the pass-man and of
his position in the field of higher education.
We have no concern here with the pass-man
whose 1dleness I8 respongible for his poor
academical achlevements but we have every
consideration for the other tvpe of pass-
man whose honest endeavours have result-
ed only 1n very modest performance, It
should be remembered before judgment
1§ pronounced on such a student, that
he is entirely ignorant of his own mental
capabilities, He has inherited these and
education cannot replace them, but can only
polish them. 1t isignorance of this funda-
mental fact that must acecount for all the
denunciation of these young men and for
opinions frankly expressed that the standard
of higher education should be sufficiently
stiffened to exclude them from its advantages.
The Universities have obviously no use for
such young men, and the employer pass-
ively accepts the verdict of the academic
bodies in considering his employability., It
seems to us that this judgment is as harsh
and hasty, as his rejection is unsound and
unwarranted. If the Universities expend
their energies and resources on the creation
of an intellectual oligarchy, then they cease
to be national institutions, and may have to
forfeit their claims to be supported .by
national revenues.

A great injustice is perpetrated when the
idle pass-man ig taken to be the type of the
pass-man in general, and when the sins of
the individual are visited upon the elass.
We shall cheerfully accept the reproach of
being Philistine or reactionary, if we can
succeed 1n impressing upon the public mind
that the first concern of higher education is
to instruct and enlighten the pass.man.
Ef our universitics are o continge to deserve
public support, they have few more itnportant,
duties to perform than togive a good general
education to the man of poor capabilities.
To convert him into an enlightened and nse-
ful public servant is as honourable & task of
our educational institutions as it is to dis-
covor and foster aminont taleats, and il is &
fact that muny of the men, who in later
life have reflected the groatest eradit on their
education, have been those who never took
mors than a pass degres. Woe do not believe
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in the soundness of the argument that the
universities are exclusively for brilliant men,
for we do not see any reason why pass and
honours men should not exist side by side.
We conceive that it is in such co-existence
and happy mingling of all talents and social
qualities favouring good fellowship and
toleration, that the service of the univer-
sities to the nation resides.

The Educational Advisory Board when
it deals with the question of reforming the
educational system in India, will be con-
fronted with the difficult task of framing
suitable proposals for educating the poor
man and the pass-man, and the task, how-
ever difficult, must be satisfactorily solved.

“Science and Culture.”

I% have pleasure in offering a warm wel-
come to Secience and Culture, a new
monthly journal of natural and cultural
sciences, the first 1ssue of which has reached
us by the courtesy of the editor, and whose
aiin 18 to promote the cause of science by
spreading scientific knowledge among the
public. It is further explained that publica-
tion 18 promoted by a non-profit corporation
of “some eminent scientists and education-
ists of India,” whose identity will doubtless
be revealed in 4 subsequent 1ssue.

The subject-matter 1s varied and interest-
mg. Poliowing an editorial introduction
which rapidly sketcheg outstanding events in
the historical development of Indian civilisa-
tion, there comes a long and informing
article on "Bengal Rivers and their Training”
by Dr. N. K. Bose, who wiselv advocates
establishment of a river physics laboratory
resembhing those already operating inWestern
countries, where schemes connected with
river-control may be tested before adoption.
An article on the “"Ultimate Constituents
of Matter” by Professor M. N. Saha deals
comprehensively and lucidly with modern
views of atomie architecture, and concludes
with an imposing list of the fundamental
particles 1nvolved. Rai Bahadur Rama-
prasad Chanda, under the title “‘Aryan,
Indo-Aryan and Dravidian’® traces the
various authorities for different forms of
bhakii, while ‘“‘Some Reactionary Conse-
quences of Psychoanalysis™ are indicated by
Col. Owen Berkeley fIill. A short contribu-
tion on “‘Susruta and Early Hindu Anthro-
pometry”’, by Dr. Panchanan Mitra 1is
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followed—abruptly as it may seem to some
readers—by ‘“‘Safety of Electric Installa-
tions in India” from Professor B. C. Chat-
terjee.

Other features are book reviews, cbitnary
notices, a full description of the Tndian
Statistical Institute’s foundation and pur-
pose, a report of the UP. Academy of
Sciences April meeting, and letters to the
editor. Support is given to the view of
Lord Rutherford as expressed in his letter
to The Tvmes dated April 29, 1935, concern-
ing retention of Professor Ka,pltza by the
Soviet Government, and a useful outline of
the distinguished captive’s technical inge-
nuity is presented. Treatment of the
gsubject would have gained piquanecy—and
perhaps proportion—if Lord Rutherford’s
contribution had been supplemented by the
letter of Professor H. E. Armstrong, who
considers that the restoration of Pr01essor
Kapitza to his homeland, so far from being
a calamity, is merely a blessing in fancy
dress ; but then it must be remembered
that this chemical veteran on a recently
previous occasion stoutly opposed himself to
the principle of imported professors.

From this brief survey it will be recognised
that Science and Culture covers a wide range
of material, and incidentally it may be
stated that the printing and paper are
excellent. It remains to consider whether
the treatment of the subjects chosen is
calculated to achieve the declared purpose
of the promoters, namely, ~dissemination
of scientific knowledge amongst the publie”,
A rough classification of the literate public
m relation to scientific knowledge would
reveal two main groups, namely, specialists.
iIn one or more branches, and a generally
well-informed public whose members desire
to keep themselves aware of such scientifie
digcoveries and principles as may be assimil-
able without previous training in science,
Nature and the Scieniific American  are
probably the bhest known journals appealing
to these two groups, respectively, and
throughout the past three years we have
consistently endeavoured to meet the needs
of the former group in this country, with
strict avoidance of partisan or territorial hias.
Some aspects of Science and Culture are
s0 similar to the. corresponding features of
Current Science that we confess to misgiving
that its promoters have judged us and
found us wanting. Actually, there is very
little of the material presented in this first
issue for which we would not gladly have



