248

the best on acceunt of its stronger chelating proper-
tics®, Nishihawa and Tabata® have observed that
the rcduction ia toxicity is related to the stability
constants of the metal comlex formed.

The results of the jresent study suggest that EDTA
can be used as an anti-pollutant for temHorary treat-
meat of copper pollution. EDTA has the ability to
wrap itself around Cu ion and coordinate with all
six octahedral position at once. The chelating proper-
ties of EDTA are so remarkable thal it can even
remove the Cu atom from an enzyme'c.

The author thanks Shri Vijat Narain, Head, Depart-
ment of Zoology, University of Udaiyur, Udaipur,
for valuable suggestions and reviewing the manuscript.
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OCCURRENCE OF BEAUVERIA ALBA
ON A SPIDER

S. CHANDRASHEKHARY, T. S. SURYANARAYANAN AND
C. L. NARASIMHAM

*Denariment of Zoology, Department of Botany
Vivekananda College, Madras 600 004, India

Tie soider belonging to the genus Achaearanea occur-
ring in the city of Madras was found to harbour a
fuagus. The fungus was found inside the abdomen
of you1g (immuediately after batching) and adult
sHiders of both sexes as white patches (Fig. 1). The
fungus was isolated and identified as Beauveria alba
[Limber) Saccas.

The s»ider was washed twice in sterile distilled water,
sucface sterilized <in 019 mercuric chloride, washed
again in sterile water and placed in an agar slant and
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Fic. 1. Achacaranea showing fungal patches in the
abdomen, X 30,

its abdomen crushed with a sterile needle. Potato
dextrose agar, potato sucrose agar or Czayek’s agar
slants were tried. Slants thus prepared were inctibated
at 30 + 1°C. The fungus appeared as white grcwih
on the 6th day of incubation on PDA and on the 1Cth
day on the other two media. There was no sporula-
tion on any of the media even after 15 days of incuba-
tion. On exposure to near-pltra ilet light frcm
2 BLB lamjs (Sylvavia Black Light Lamps 40'W)
the fungus sporulated on PDA. The fungal colony
was lanose to floccose and hyaline. 'The medium was

not coloured. Conidia were hyaline, smooth, globose
to subglobo.e.

Species of Beanveria are insect parasites?, but
B. alba has been isolated from the cover of a book,
skin lesion and sputum of human and from Pisum sp®
Our report appears to be the first one of this fungus
occurting on a spider, The specimen has been depo-
sited at TMI, Kew, Surrey, Fngland (IMI2503(9).

The authors thank Prof. K. B. Subramanian and
Prof. Dr. S. Venugopalan of Viivelananda College,
Madras, for providing facilities. Thanks are also due
to Dr. Anthony Johnston, Director and Dr. D. W

Minter of CMT, Kew, Surrey, England, for confirming
the identity of the fungus.
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