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Agricultural Education in India.

[ uave been reading several articles about the necessity
for establishing Agricultural Middle Schools for train-
ing young farmers. These schools were started but had
to be closed for want of boys. In a country where
education 1s meant to procure a job, it is not worth
attempting to have special courses without sufficient
number of appointments for the candidates that pass
out. The schools would have got enough students if
those that passed out could find ways and means of
getting employed. Thus the same old story of the
University man referred to in the said article comes
about here also. Therefore the reform should, 1 fear,
commence in the very system of education which
should never allow to unmake agriculturists. Give the
system of elementary education the required rural bias
which many people speak of and never give employ-
ment to such as pass out of the elementary schools, so
that they may freely go to the village and settle
themselves down. The system of education in vogue in
the Higher Elementary Schools is meant to be complete
in itself and fit the boy passing out of it for rural life.
Therefore, on principle it may be wrong to employ him
evenasateacher, Therefore all teachers must at least be
school finals even in all Elementary Schools of which
the Headmasters can be graduates in Agriculture. They
can easily give the agricultural colour to the elementary
education better than any one ¢else. A garden system of
education can be started. If the Champion scheme of
concentration is adopted, the Headmaster of one

Higher Elementary School can serve several schools in
the group. Vernacular tuition in agriculture will not
bring them in close contact with the scientific aspect of
the subject. They have got, as it is, many items of
elementary science subjects to study. All these can be so
shaped that they have a rural utility and agricultural
bias. An Agricultural graduate will be the fittest person
to work 1t successfully. This reform will mean much
superior kind of education to the rural folk than what
they are now getting from the elementary teachers, It
must practically reach all the villages in a short time
and transform the system of farming in a tangible way
within a reasonable period. An Agricultural School
started for each district or even taluk cannot but take
many years to train a number of people large enough to
make the villages in a taluk feel their presence.

" “ONE PracTicaL FeLrow.”

Stray Animals.

NEITHER the Provincial Governments nor the
Municipalities in India have thought it worth while to
take the census of animals kept as pets and others
which are not owned. A few years ago the enumeration
of such animals in Europe revealed that Germany
possessed the least number, and the report did not refer
to Scotland. When an enterprising district officer
devised an ingenious method of finding out recently the
tiger population within his jurisdiction, hopes may be
entertained that this shining example will not be lost on
the authorities who have to deal with comparatively
harmless animals.

The presence of an increasing population of animals
prowling about human habitations and becoming
intimately mixed up with the daily life of the people,
raises a problem of great importance for the municipal
authorities to solve. The Municipal Corporation In
Bombay which had been carrying on the dog<atching
operations recently, i1s confronted with the problem of
keeping the stray dogs well under control. A trained
stafl, backed by financial resources, finds it difficult to
destroy all the dogs, which somehow dodge their
aggressors and try to perpetuate themselves as an
integral part of the social economy of this prosperous
town. The chief complaint against these animals is that
during hot weather they become a source of danger,
but the possibilities of pet dogs developing rabies are
equally great.
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Should the municipalities penodically destroy dogs
whrich run about the streets of our towns? In a way their
number and the condition of their health give us an
tdea of the quantity of food thrown out as waste. Do
the dogs render any service to the people? They aid the
munscipalities in their conservancy department. They
maintan a strict watch at night. The appearance of
people at night, whose faces they are not acquainted
with, rouse them frequently and they give a timely
warning to the sleeping inhabitants. In times of
scarcity, they continue to eke out a living by catching
mice and bigger rodents and thisis really a great service
to man whose stores are raided by these small crea-
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tures, besides spreading pestilential diseases. Suppose
the dogs in any locality are destroyed and precautions
are taken against immugration from the adjoining
districts, is there any reasonable assurance that the
public health of the particular town would improve?
We may diminish the number of dog bites; but in
disturbing the balance of the secondary population of
our towns, we may perhaps introduce unforeseen
troubles. The municipalities have to conduct enquiries
into the deeper issues of the complex economies of the
towns under their control, before undertaking to
eradicate an evil which perhaps may prove after all a
blessing in disguise.

"

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PROFK. SYED HUSSAIN FUNDS AWARD

UNESCO has announced that it has received funds
from the Indian Physicist, Prof. Sayed Hussian to
grant an award every two years to a scientist under 35
years engaged in ‘Peaceful work’,

The award. named after its donor, Physicist Sayed

Hussain would ve given to young scientists working in
the hields of natural and social sciences or technology,
but not ‘military research’. Mr Hussain, has donated
$102,765 to finance the award.

CONFERENCE ON PETROLEUM GEOCHEMISTRY AND EXPLORATION IN THE
AFRQO-ASIAN REGION

The Conference on “Petroleum Geochemistry and
Exploration in the Afro-Asian Region™ will be or-
ganised by KDM Institute of Petroleum Exploration,
Dchradun, India, during November 198S5.

The Conference will deal with the geochemistry of:
(1) Pre-Cambrian,’Cambrian sedimentary sequences,

(n) Paleozoic—Mesozoic (including Gondwana) sed:-
mentary sequences, (1) Tertiary and Recent sedi-
mentary sequences.

For details please contact: Kuldeep Chandra, KDM
Institute of Petroleum Exploration, Oil & Natural Gas
Commission, Dehradun 248 195.
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