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ANNOUNCEMENT

THE WARMING EARTH

Although the Earth went through ‘warming
periods before too, sclentists mainly agree that
today this process proceeds more rapidly than at any
time in the past. Thus, as regards the mean world
temperature, the past year was the warmest among
the recorded ones, and the '80s are the warmest
decade in this century.

The main reason for the warming is the accumu-
lation in the atmosphere of carbon dioxide resulting
from the burning of oil and gas. Industrial establish-
ments in and around Moscow alone for instance, are
annually throwing out into the environment as much
as over one million tons of noxious substances. But
the main contribution (up to 70%) to the air
pollution comes from the automobile exhaust. As
many as 980 thousand automobiles, driving In
Moscow city, are throwing out daily into the
atmosphere 4260 tons of noxious substances, more
than half of which is accounted for by carbon
dioxide or carbonic acid gas. Absorbing rather than
reflecting the Sun’s infrared rays and detaining the
Earth’s thermal radiation, this gas causes a steady

warming of the planet. This process, known as the
“hothouse effect” was first predicted in the early
"70s by the Soviet scientist M. Budyko.

The “hothouse effect” is going to disturb the
planet’s climate, altering some critically important
natural factors, such as precipitation, wind, cloud
layer, ocean currents, etc, The consequences are
going to affect the Earth as a whole. Intenor
continental areas will become drier and sea coasts
more humid. Cold seasons will be shorter and the
warm ones longer. Intensified evaporation will
inevitably cause the drying of the soil over large
areas.

Since the consequences of a further warming of
the Earth would be global, the preventive actions
have also to be of an international nature. Already
steps are being taken for joint action by many states
aimed at controlling environmental pollution.
(Soviet Features, Science and Technology, Vol
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