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New Universities 1n India.

THE multiplication of unmversities m a
country 18 not necessarily a sign of the

advancement of higher culture but to put
it at the lowest 1t 18 proof of 1ncreased
educational effort Ior abount a decade now,
ne new umversity has come 1nto existence
in India and the total number of eighteen
has even been reduced by one, owmng to
separation of Burma The recent inaugu
ration
with establishment of provincial autonomy
as one of 1ts mam plans and the pubhe
discontent with the present system of educa
tion would, however, secm to be responsible
for the growing aspwation wvisible i many
parts for the creation of new umversities
They will obviously be welcomed, specially,
if they strike out new lines of development
and avord some dangers which will be

pointed out at the end of this article

One does not associate the North West
Frontier Province with cultural activities of
any kind and 1t generally figures before the
public eye, only 1n connection with problems
of military defence. But a umversity 13 m

of political reforms 1n the country

prospect in the ety of Peshawar in accord-
ance with the feehngs repeatedly expressed
by the people of the Province and accentu
ated by the constitutional dafficulties which
have arisen in connection with the operation
oi the Punjab University in areas outside
the jurisdiction of the Province A Congress
Mimistry has Just come into power and
though 1t 15 doubtful if 1t will concern 1itself
with this problem, before tackling the more
urgent question of spreading hiteracy, 1t
cannot be delayed very long If cannot he
sald that the Islamia College, Peshawar, 18
already large cnough for bemg transformed
mto a universmty and fthere 15 also the prob
lem to be solved regarding the other college
mm the ety mantained under nusstonary
auspues, The IDdwardes College, Peshawnar,
but the former dithculty has also an advant
age 1n 1ts favour, white the estubltshment of
a Peshawar University and not an Islamia
University will solve the latter  This will
only be in accordance with the repuated
deelarations of Government and other author
ities Those whe know the present condl
tions of the finances of the Province are of
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opinion that the establishment of a univer-
s1ty 13 not possible without a further inerease
of the subvention from the Central Govern
ment It 18 not for us to say whether this
would be possible at the present or even mn
the immediate future But there 18 no doubt
that the estabhshment of a university at the
very entrance of the Khyber Pass will go a
long way to uivilize the tribes of the Frontier,
some of whom have already come within
the cultural influence of the Islamia College

When the moverment startcd mn the United
Provinces, soon after the publication of the
Caleutta University Commassion s Report, to
establish umtary and residential universities,
in preference to those of the affiliating type,
somethimmg had to be done with the numerous
colleges afhliated to the old University of
Allahabad This led to the establishment of
the Umiversity of Agra which took under
118 wings not onlv the numerous colleges of
the United Provinces but also those scatter
ed all over Rajputana, Central India and
Gwalior A meumber of the Senate of the
Agra Umversity lhas already given notice
that the University should have nothing
to do with the colleges outsade the TTnited
Provinces and a separate umversity for
Rajputana will, therefore, soon have to be
taken mmto consideration This will only be
the fulfilment of a long standing demand on
the pait of the people of Rajputana, for
a separate unmiversity of their own, to develop
thelr culture and to cater to their peculiar
local needs 1In fact, there were schemes
adumbrated on former occasions and given
up for some reason or another, but there will
now be morc than one c¢ompelling reason
for a resumption of the idea

Asgam and Onssa have been demanding
umversitics of thewr own for some time, the
recent constitution of the latter into a sepa-
rate province making its request more and
more vociterous A distinguished speaial
officer, Mr J R Cunningham, who has had
the advantage of haiving been 1ts Director
of Public Instruction for years, has actually
prepared a scheme for the establishment of
a unihh(rsity for Assam 1n accordance with
a resolution of the Legislative Councl and
1t 18 not mmprobabic that action will be
taken upon it at an early date in spite of
the noforiously poor finances of the Pro
vince Apart from considerations of the
special cultural needs of the Province, Assam
deserves to have a separate university of tg
own eveh merely because the University of
Calcutta to which the colleges of Assam are

Sctence

now affihated 18 an unwieldy machine which
has enough work to do in the huge Provinee
of Bengal, even munus Dacca, which has a
unitary and residential university of its own

If there 13 any justificatiun for having
provinces for separate hnguistic areas, there
18 even greater justification for giving them
separate umiversifies Distributed over four
province], Bengal, Bihar, Central Provinces
and Madras the Oriyas had been deprived,
for a long time, not onlv of the advantages
of homogeneous lives, but also of developing
their common languages and culture, but
now that thigs has been rectified and there 1s
a separate province of Urissa, a new umver
9ty 18 mevitable A Committee has already
examincd the question and however difficalt
1t may be to get the Government of India
to i1ncrease 1ts subvention to the Province,
the Minister and the public will fooan have to
find monev for transforming the Ravenshaw
College of Cuttack mto a wumversity for
Onssa  The Oriyva language has not been able
to keep pace with the literacy renaissance
that has been evident all over India, but 1t 13
hoped the estublishment of a umiversity will
give adequate opportunities to the people of
the Province for this laudable purpose

Among the problems with whieh the newly
formecd Provinee of Smnd 18 faced 18 that of
a umversity of 15 own  An important
Committee has already considercd the ques
tion and recommended the appointment of
a special officer to work up the details of
the question and there ® no doubt the
Government 18 trying to find out ways and
means to meet this development 1t 18 not
merely that the Simdhis have a language of
therr own still  avwaihng  development
Geographical conditions make 1t rather dithi
cult for the Prosvice to participate, in any
imtimate manner, i the activities of the
University of Bombay which 1s situated at
a conswlerable distance The people of Sind
have also had a grievance, with what justifi
cation 1t 18 not for us to judge, that in the
loaves and f[shes of university patronage,
the Deccani and the Gujerats have had a
disproportionate share leaving the Sindhi m
cold It may not also be improbable that
the cstablishment of a unrversity in Simd—
as 1t 13 likely to be at Karachi—will enable
special attention bemg paid to some new
subjects 1 India hke Marine Biology and
Naval Engineering

The Unrversity of Bombay has suffered in
the past, as anybhody with a knowledge of
1ts working knows, by the rivalries of the
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Mahratt: and Gujarati communities which
are both concerned with the working of the
mstitution It 18 eminently desirable that
thas jealousy and bad feeling should be put
an end fo, as early as possible by the estab
lishment of two separate universities at
Poona and at Ahmedabad for the two
Ilmguistic areas Poona 1z one of the most
populous educational centres m India with
three colleges of ymmense size, due more or
less entirely to indigenous enterprise and is
an admirable centr¢ for a umtary un vorsity
Its salubrious climate and the keoen intellee
tual powers of the Decean1 Brahmin whose
stronghold 1t has been for centuries are
other attractions We hope that when the
umversity s established, the glories of the
Poovna of the Peshwas will be revaved once
more, and the countrymen of Tilak and
Gokhale will add new lustre to thewr digtin-
gmshed record of scholarship and service
and thirgt for educaiional expansion

Ahmedabad cannot be said fo be as ripe
as Poona for a separate unmversity of its
own, but 11 18 becoming an 1nereasingly
mimportant educational centre, as may Dbe
seen from the fact that two new degree
colleges have been opened within the last
two or three years, due agamn to the philan
thropy of 1ts merchant princes  Gujwats,
with Bengali, mav be saxd to be among the
most active Indian langnages of to dav,
flowermg forth mto a new and vigorous
hife, and the people have deserved a univer
gity of therr own  Within the next few
years Sabarmati will have a new asgocation
added to 1ts name, with a umversity ncaring
1ts stately towers on 1ts banks, with the
generosity of the enhightened millionaires of
Abmedabad  Before we conclude thigs sec
tion, we have only to add that the Senate
of the Bombay Umvermity as well ag the
Bombay Legislative Assembly, have recently
blessed this scheme of starting new umver-
sities for the separate linguistic areas

After the estabhshment of universities 1n
the two premuer states of India, Hyderabad
and Mysore, Baroda must have followed
suit 1n the natural order of things, especially
as schemes for a separate umversity for the
State have been m existence for several years
and detailed proposals are avaiable, but
Travancore has stolen a march over her and
the next academc year will see & new uni-
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versity amndst the palm girt lagoons of
Malabar, at Trivandrum, the Capital of the
otate, almosgt at the very romantic edge of
the whole country, Cape Camorin  Judged
by advancement wn the percentage of literacy
and the number of colleges 1n the Btate, the
establisbment of a separate umversity can
not be delayed any longer In fact, it 18
surprising, the universitv should not have
materiahzed long ago It should alw be
matter for gratification that it 18 not pro
posed to make the university a replica of
the existing umversifies 1n India, but 1t wall
strike out new lines of 1ts own *

We need not shirk the fact that there 1g
some dwscontent 1n the Kerala country that
the scheme 1s not tor a pan Kerala umversity
which may be a matter ot special mterest
and pride to the entire Malabar country
But 1t may be pomted out 1t 18 not an easy
task to estabhish a conimon university for
an  area adnumstered by three different
political authorties, the British Government,
Travancore and Cochin Therc 1s no reason
whv the specal culture of Kerala should not
be considered safe in the hands of a Travan-
core Unmversitv  Again the establishmont of
a unversity by Travancore does not neces
sariy negative the prospect of 2 pan Kerala
uriversity when it may bc found possble

It 15 perhaps, sot much use prophesymng
an matters of this kind, but it may be said
that within the next hve or ten years there
wiil be more than half a dozen univoisities
egtablished 2t various centres m India 1n
British termtory as well as8 m tho states
But the stablishment of new uniycisities
will not be of much use unless sonme warnings
are kept 1n mind They should not be mere
mitations of the exawsting umversifies n
India, but should cater to new needs which
have been pressing themselves on the public
attention  Therr organization should be
such as to prevent members of the staff
from wasting much of thewr time on the
rountine details of umversity administration
It must also be recognized from the very
beginning that the funrtion of a wmversity
18 not to exammoe students but also to en-
largo the bounds of human knowledge

P SESHADRI

* Since the article was in type H I The Maharaja of
Travancore has issved a Proclamation maugurating the
University of Travancora,




