OPINION

——

existing expenence in media manage-
ment It is time we analvee and tell the
L GC how poor many programmes on
the countrywide classroom are. The
Academy should primarily help moti-
vate any and all programmes that are
based on individual mitiative,

Above all. the Academy should stop
wornving about excellent science and
start worrying about existing science
and the ewisting practitioners L xisting
problems are there only because the
available solutions do not work. A re-
current problem often requires a drastic
change 1n the mind-set. The Academy
also should stop worrying about NSUs.
W e have built many edifices. There will
be more. If we are more worried only
about losing the piece of cake, we will
have no moral justification for the stand
we take. 1s all the UGC money going to
teaching departments and to equip them
better? Have major chunks gone else-
where?

Is there a definitive, prospective
course of action urgently required? Yes,
I believe that it is fime we get the edu-
cattonal system examined by profes-
sionals, including sociologists and
psychologists. What we need most is
painstaking definition of standards 1n all
that we do and the minimum that we can
tolerate. It is the mimimum and only the
mimimum that we need to define. The
government will not help here since it
caters to a different constituency. Only
we can help ourselves. Above all, it
should also help develop standards for
rating performances at all levels. Armed
with appropriate surveys and relevant
analyses, such an effort may bring out
some clarity on where to focus our ef-
forts for maximum results. Another area
is to begin a serious exercise in cost-
benefit analysis and a realistic appraisal
of minimum funding for all untversities
for given courses. The newly started
National Assessment and Accreditation
Council has aspirations and plans in this

direction, which would require consid-
erable help from the academic com-
munity.

Centrahization of education was 1n-
herent to the Academy’s idea of picking
a few as the best students in science. It
has its evils and is even nontangible due
to the displacements involved A larger
goal may be to take higher education
out of concurrent list, 1f we have to
survive the competition following lib-
eralization, since we simply have to do
better. In any event, the solutions run
deeper than realized in the Academy
document. 1t is time we shed the proven
unsuccessful paths and exercise the
same quality of vision that we envisage
for the future students.

Notes

. Peter Medawar 1n his Advice (o a Young
Scientist remarked that there have been two
preceding instances wheretn an advice to the
younger was attempted. One 1s Polonius’

advice to his son in Hamlet, that gives theg

basics of nomnvolvement ... ‘netther a
borrower nor a lender be’. A later effort was
Lord Chesterfield’s advice to his son, which,
aptly summarized, taught his son the behav-
iour of a courtier and the morals of a whore
In attempting to advice the younger, it was
necessary for Medawar to steer clear of the
shortcomings of his illustrious predecessors,
So he came up with a book that tells you
how to excel in science 1if you are already
born with a silver spoon in your mouth!

2. The Academy wrote of conveying the
excitement of science to young minds Pooh!
In a class of 100 students or more, teaching
the same topic for over 23 years, what ex-
citement does one convey and to whom?
Even 1f one starts well, how long will he
sustain?

3 ‘I am profoundly suspicious of the “A”
man He can say back what you want to hear
in an examination, and’ ... ‘you must give
him his “A” 1f he says 1t back, but the ability
not to say the willingness to give you back
what is expected of him argues a certain
shallowness and superficiality Your “B”

Wﬂﬂ_—_—_ﬂ_—_ﬁm L —. e ———

man may be muddle-hecaded but muddle-
headcdness 1s a condition precedent to inde-
pendent thought.. " AN Whitehead, The
Dialogues

4 Or s that since Fellows of Academy
come into being in their middle age, there s
a comcidence in the way things are per-
ceived to be wrong?

5 Ramanujan was the vilimate e¢xample of
colomal legacy The moral of Ramanujan 1s
not that Indian genius exists The moral i1s
that the only salvation for the Indian scien-
tist s International science, where he will
have a better and fairer chance than in the
Indian scene.

6 This 1s a tradition that 1s not lost to this
date Rotation of headship (of a department)
does not matter Having speat nearcly a dec-
ade tn a university, I reahize that 1t 1s merely
of rotation of one to whom obseguiousness
must be tendcred to A well-practised ploy to
a countryman to whom polytheism s deeply
enshrined 1n the heart

7 It 1s ttme someone does a cost—benefit

analysis of educational structures the same

way as we have done for dams Taken the
overall scenario, the cost-benefit analysis

showed that development 15 not without cost

The cost—benefit analysis should take into

account the cost of diverting money and
personnel from the educational system and
the effects on the dilution that ensued

8 ‘1 do not beheve that the modern parent

of any class is more mercenary than his

predecessors When classics was the road to
advancement, classics was the popular sub-

ject for study Opportunity has now shifted

1ts focation, and classics is in danger Was it
not Aristotle who satd that a good income
was a desirable adjunct to an mtellectual
life? | wounder how Arnstotle as a parent
would have struck a headmaster of our great
public schools From my slight knowledge of
Aristotle, | suspect that there would have
been an argument, and that Arnistotle would
have got the best of 1t AL N Whitehead,
The Aims of Educanon
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SCIENTIFIC CORRESPONDENCE

Development of cultured tomate anther to a fruit-like structure accompanied

by in vitro ripening

With a view to regenerate haploid plants
of tomato, anthers carrying microspores
at uninucleate stage (buds of 8~10 mm)
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from glasshouse-grown plants of cv.

Arka Saurabh were cultured in vitro.
The medium comprised Murashige and

Skoog' inorganic and organic constitu-
ents, 3% sucrose and 0.25% gelrite (pH
5.8). Factorial combinations of Kinetin
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