CORRESPONDENCE

B/W figures and its spacing in the text.
Long-winded articles are indeed a dis-
traction and should be clearly avoided.
A dnve should be launched for ad-
vertisements, particularly placements/
scholarships in India/abroad for fresh

- .

graduates. This would increase reader-
ship among younger gcncrations and
elicit interest in basic sciences.

Lastiy, T personally feel much com-
fortable reading a page printed in tri-
columns than bi-column pattern,

il nli— i

VAS Dev

Malaria Research Centre (ICMR),
P.O. Sonapur, Kamrup District,
Assam 782 402, India

An easy entry to Ramanujan’s magnificent mathematical

palace

Two revelations struck me after reading

carcfully K. Murukesapillai's review of

the book Srinivasa Ramanujan: A
Mathematical Genius (Curr. Sci., 1999,
76, 697). The first is that he holds the
view that too much importance is given
to the role played by G. H. Hardy and
others in enabling Ramanujan to be-
come a great mathematician. This view
s certainly unorthodox and even origi-
nal. Murukesapillai has gone one step
further (see Curr. Sci., 1998, 75, 326-
327) by writing that all the available
biographical literature on Ramanujan
does not do justice to the greatness of
Ramanujan as a mathematician, who
appears only once in a while and he
feels that since Ramanujan was born
with a *mathematical spoon’, his genius
would have flowered even in India.
However, I feel that he should substan-
tiate his views by writing perhaps a long
essay on how Ramanujan would have
developed as a mathematician since he
was living in grinding poverty, in con-
trast to C. V. Raman, Satyendra Nath
Bose and others. In the life of every
genius, certain apparently trivial inci-
dents do tend to trigger a sequence of
evenls which enable him to realize his
full potential. In my view, Hardy’s re-
sponse to Ramanujan’s letter is one
such incident. It is for Murukesapillai to
prove otherwise. It is worth remarking
here that we live our lives only once and
despite infinite possibilities, our lives
trace out particular paths. If Ramanujan
had not gone to Cambridge, he would
have led a life of misery and poverty
and one may even conjecture that he
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would have ended his life by commit-
ting suicide!

The second revelation is that the
author of this book, Srinivasa Rao, has
done a remarkable job in writing it de-
spite his lack of training as a pure
mathematician. His researches on the
relation between hypergeometric func-
ttons and quantum theory of angular
momentum led him to get acquainted
with some aspects of Ramanujan's
work. This aroused his curiosity to
know more about Ramanujan. The ad-
vent of the birth centenary of Ramanu-
jan (in 1987) and the worldwide
celebrations of the event in the form of
symposia exposed Srinivasa Rao to the
immense contributions Ramanujan had
made to the world of mathematics. This
book is the result of a labour of love
over a decade. Since the birth centenary,
numerous books, conference proceed-
Ings, and even a journal called the
Ramanujan Journal have appeared sa-
tiating all except the serious mathema-
ticians who are involved in the topics
related to Ramanujan’s conjectures and
results and often one is engulfed 1n a
feeling of deja vu.

Stirred by the harsh remarks of Mu-
rukesapillai on Srinivasa Rao’s book on
Ramanujan, I read the book carefully. In
my opinion, the book provides an easy
access to all the known source materials
relating to Ramanujan’s life as well as
to his enormous achievements. One
should remember that Srinivasa Rao’s
aim is to convey and share his joy of
discovering the incredible mathematical
achievements of Ramanujan to the

coming generations. None can deny that
Srinivasa Rao has succeeded in this.
One of the attractive features of the

book is that it contains all the struggles

~of Ramanujan in becoming a mathema-

tictan. The book contains even a list of
websites relating to Ramanujan. For
those interested in getting to know more
about Ramanujan, these wili be really
useful. Another noteworthy aspect of
this book is that Srinivasa Rao has taken
great pains to give credit to all those
who have struggled to keep the memory
of Ramanujan alive despite severe lack
of financial and administrative support.
In my opinion, there is nothing wrong
in retelling the story of Ramanujan at
several levels — from the profound
to the popular — just like our epics, the
Ramayana and the Mahabharatha,
Ramanujan is tndeed an epic mathema-
ticitan and so also the story of his lite.
Though the lack of an index, both sub-
ject-wise and author-wise, cannot be
compensated for, the appendices and the
notes at the end of the book are very
valuable additional material. I have no
doubt in my mind, that this book does
provide an easy entry to the magnificent
palace full of mathematical riches which
Ramanujan has bequeathed to the
mathematicians of the 20th and even the
21st century.
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