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have raised the quality of entomological
research in this country during the post-
tndependence period. Special mention
has to be made of the doyen of Indian
entomology, M. S. Mani who despite his
age 1s stilt continuing to work and his
expertise as a world class taxonomist, is
undisputed. Besides, his entomological
ventures in the Himalayas led him to
publish his treatise on High Altitude En-
tomology. Being an acknowledged expert
in the field of cecidology, his classic
wotks on Ecology of Plant Galls is a
work of reference.

The role of the entomological meetings
of Pusa (1915-1923) has been particu-
larly emphasized, since the proceedings
of the meetings have been a source of
abundant information on many aspects of
msect pests, beneficial parasites, and
predators, insects of industrial 1mpor-
tance, medical and vector role of insects
and will ever be a source of inspiration to
entomologists.

In a chapter on ‘Some thoughts on en-
tomology in India and its future’ the
author envisages the formation of a
"National Institute for Identification of
Insects and Acarines’ to bring together
specialists in various groups and form a
nucleus team of taxonomists to build a
natural collection and emphasizes the fact
that without accurate identification, any
study of zoological material becomes
meaningless,

Thirty-four colour paintings of insects
and thirty black and white plates of the
erstwhile builders of Indian entomology
add to the usefulness of this volume.
Needless to emphasize that facts of his-
tory go a long way in enabling further
bulid-up of any science and besides
kindling the imagination of young scien-
tists this volume also seems to lay special
stress on the need to sustain continued
excetlence in the field of insect taxon-
omy. No student of entomology can af-
ford to 1gnore this volume which goes a
long way in presenting a realistic picture
of the history of Indian entomology. The
author has to be complimented on his

painstaking efforts (o compile a fund of

information not easily available.,
T. N. ANANTHAKRISHNAN
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The book under review contains twenty-
tive chapters in four sections. All the
papers, cxcept for the introduction and
the last two that reflect upon the meth-
odological issues and policy implica-
tions, deal with the social psychological
dimensions of induced abortion.

Increasing incidence of abortion
worldwide and its greater share in the
developing world have been a cause of
concern 1n recent times. This has been
linked to smaller desired family sizes,
unmet needs for contraception as well as
the lack of availability of abortion
services. It 1s argued that most of these
abortions are unsafc and are carried out
under non-clinical conditions giving
rsc Lo increasing mortality and morbid-
ity in women of reproductive ages. This
book 15 a compilation of evidences re-
garding induced abortions in the devel-
oping world with explicit focus on
abortion as a contraception, quality of
abortion care and its association with
adolescent sexuality.

While examining the relationship
between abortion and contraception in
different settings, all the authors attempt
to describe the determinants of induced
abortions in terms of lack of suitable
contraceptive methods and services. The
complex  dynamics of  abortion-
contraception linkage brings to the
forefront multiple dimensions like ef-
fectiveness of methods, gender dynam-
ICs operating on contraceptive decisions
as well as abortion as a contraceptive
choice. Ramrio Molina et al. suggest
that identification of women at abortion
risk followed by suitable intervention in
terms of providing contraceplives may
reduce the incidence of induced abor-
tions. The other study by Gui Shi-xun
on married women in Shanghai, China
concluded that changing ths {amily
planning programme from mere fertility
control to serving the woman's ex-
pressed reproductive health needs and
preferences, can bring about a striking
change 1n the reliance of women on
such programme services. While exam-
tning lirst trimester-induced abortions
in the Sichuan Province, Luo Lin et al.

CURRENT SCIENCE, VOL. 78, NO. {0, 25§ MAY 2000

found that contraceptive failure and/or
non-use of methods duc to misinforma-
(ton, lack of information or low motiva-
tion, including unmarried status are the
major determinants  which induced
abortions in the study sample.

Another study on abortion practice in
a Municipality of Havana, Cuba by Lu-
1sa Alvarez et «l. found that despite a
high level of contaceptive awareness
and use, the high level of method tail-
ure/discontinuation or inconsistent use
led to abortion as a mcans of fertility
regulation. The Mauritius study by
Geeta Oodit and Uma Bhowon also
Indicated a similar scene of high contra-
ceptive usage along with hLigher inci-
dence of induced abortions, most of it
carried out under non-clinical condi-
tions, as abortion is illegal in Mauritius,
Another added feature in the Mauritius
programme s that sterilization is not
legally sanctioned; this leads the women
to terminate their future child bearing
through temporary methods with all
their side effects for the whole repro-
ductive span. Investigating the determi-
nants of induced abortions in Nepal,
Tamang er al. found that lack of contra-
ceptive usage duc to fear of side eftects
led to unwanted pregnancies being ter-
minated mostly using unsate and clan-
destine methods. Due to closely spaced
pregnancies, spontancous abortions/
miscarriages were also recurrent for
which the authors have suggested the
need for post-abortion family planning
counselling.

The predominance of the withdrawal
method among couples in Turkey secins
to be less effective, resulting in induced
abortions despite the conservative atti-
tude towards abortion among couples in
general. At the same time men seem to
be more in tavour of abortion as a
method of fertility regulation. The study
at the Dominican Republic highlights
the discrepancy between a high degree
of contraceptive intention and motiva-
tion and a very ineffective contraceptive
practice; this results in induced abot-
tions. Lack ot contraceptive practice
mainly arises {from lack of knowledge of
fertility  regulation  among  women,
combined with male reluctance o ac-
cepting contraceptive  responsihility,
with the lone alternative being surgieal
femate sterithization,

Given the fact that abortion remains a
contraceptive choice for women n dit-
ferent settings, a set of papers addressed
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the issue of quality of abortion care with
special focus on its associated risks and
post-abortion counselling mechanisms.
A study by Misago and Fonesca based
on poor women in north-east Brazil
from a one-ycar prospective data on
women admitted to  hospitals  with
complications assoctated with preg-
nancy loss raised concerns regarding the
impact of repeated induced abortions on
a woman's health. Women with un-
wanted pregnancies in Brazil face not
only illegality but also poor access to
medical care which calls tor the right ot
women tg have an affordable, safe and
legal procedure for fertility regulation.
A similar attempt towards understand-
ing client—-provider perspective in the
provision of abortion services in China
by Wei-jin et aql. indicates that induced
abortion has been an effective back-up
for contraceptive failure and therefore
safe and comfortable abortion services
ensuring least adverse consequences are
suggested. However, women with expe-
riences of induced abortions (clinical or
otherwise) desire safe, effective, con-
venient and cornfortable contraceptive
methods. The Mexican study by Carmen
Elu elaborates on the factors that con-
tribute to a woman's decision to inter-
rupt a pregnancy under unsafe and
dangerous conditions, Besides common
factors like unwanted/ill-timed preg-
nancies as well as contraceptive failure,
poverty, male non-compliance and un-
stable union also influence abortion
decisions. While discussing about abor-
tion services in Turkey, Bulut and Tou-
bia state that clients for abortion have a
desire to use modern methods of contra-
ception and they need to be counselled
on contraceptive choice and follow-up
services after use.

Four papers deal with the provider’s
perspective on abortion care 1n Indone-
sia, Mexico, Philippines and Sri Lanka.

The Indonesian case by Djohan et al.,
while examining the attitude of health
care providers towards abortion indi-
cates willingness among them to pro-
vide abortion services in order to avoid
cases of post-partum abortion compli-
cations. On the contrary, the Mexican
case with restrictive abortion laws indi-
cates the presence of self-induced abor-

" tion methods provided by pharmacists

and herb vendors. Here the client—
provider interaction varies from being
exclusively commercial to emotional
and practical support. Also, given the
general guilt attached with abortion in
the Mexican society, the providers have
a negative opinion of clients seeking
abortion. The role and opinion of tradi-
tional birth attendants (TBAs) and gov-
ernment midwives regarding abortion in
Philippines are positive in the sense that
they assure strict confidentiality of
abortion seekers. It is therefore sug-
gested that this lower rung of health
service providers be technically trained
to provide safe and effective abortion
services and contraceptive counseling.
The reproductive health care providers
in Sri Lanka speak in favour of an
amendment to the restrictive abortion
laws for protecting the physical and
mental health of women. However,
these service providers are yet conser-
vative enough to disapprove use of
contraception among unmarried women.
It 1s therefore essential to ensure that
the attitude of health personnel is sensi-
tive to a woman’s needs, regardless of
their personal preferences.

Adolescent sexuality and abortion 1s-
sues are illustrated based on studies in
China, Korea, Mexico and Tanzania.
Given the increasing trend of unwanted
pregnancies among adolescents, their
access to contraception and safe abor-
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tion services has been the concern in
recent times. The China study by Luo
Lin et al attributed social stigma
against pre-marital sexual activity to be
preventing the use of contraception; this
results in unwanted pregnancies. The
Korea study illustrates the nature in
which the interplay of gender relations,
self tmage, socio-cuitural norms and
expectations influence adolescent sexual
behaviour. Abortion efforts among un-
married adolescents have been unsuc-
cessful in the case of Korea, Mexico and
Tanzania, except in China, where most
of them have easy access to abortion by
qualified providers. |

The last section of the book com-
prises tour papers, one on Columbia and
Slovenia each, followed by some re-
search methodology questions and pol-
icy impact of abortion research. These
indicate that uniform/flexible legal norms
for abortion as well as improvement in
access, use-effectiveness and quality of
services constitute the key to overcome
the worst consequences of abortion on a
woman’s health. On the question of
methodology in abortion research, it is
suggested that more of qualitative enquir-
les may facilitate greater understanding
of the complex socio-cultural dynamics
of this phenomenon. On the whole, re-
sults compiled in this book from varied
settings serve as an eye-opener regarding
the impact of abortion on the health of
women.
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