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LECTRICITY, in recent years, has become
the basis of national economy in industrial
countries. A comparison between the indices
of electricity production and earning capacity
of the. people indicate the great role that is
played by power industry in the economic pros-
perity of a country.

Electrical supply industry in India has pro-
gressed slowly during the past. Recently, how-
ever, attempts are being made In many
Provinces and States to rationalise the supply
industry and centralise, as far as possible, power

generation. There is no co-ordination estab-
lished, so far, between various development
authorities. The technical and commercial ex-

perience of other countries show that there is
a vital need for such co-operation if the country
is to exploit to the {full, its natural advan-
tages. Electrical manufacturing industry in this
country is also of recent origin and 1s making
slow progress. The only manufacturing acti-
vities worth mentioning are those of the Indian
Cable Co., Jamshedpur; the lamp factories at
Bombay, Calcutta, Agra and Bangalore; the
transformer winding section of the Government
of Mysore; the porcelain insulators (up tc 11
K.V.) manufactured at Bangalore, Bengal, etc.;
small workshops manufacturing A.C. or D.C.
fans, heaters, torchlight casings, dry cells, ac-
cumulators, etc., radio repair shops which have
recently sprung up in big cities like Calcutta
and Bombay, and the Government {telegraph
workshop at Calcutta. The Indian Electrical
Market is mostly in the hands of foreign manu-
facturers.

Technical research, on which electrical manu-
facturing industry has to depend for its econo-
mic existence in the international field, forms
one of the main considerations of the industry
to-day which is spending millions of pounds in
research. This progress is so rapid that the
rate of obsolescence to-day has surpassed de-
preciation of both the manufacturing equipment
as well as manufactured goods, so that the
industry is still in fluid condition and no
manufacturer can hope to survive unless he has
adeguate means to keep himself in a line with
this progress.

Based on these and other considerations the
following tentative plan for the creation of a
“Ceniral Electricity Development Board”, re-
presenting the Central and Provincial Govern-
ments and other electrical interests in the
country, has been put forward.

The function of the Board should be firstly
to co-ordinate, develop, guide and integrate, to
the extent possible, the supply industry in the
country; secondly to stimulate and guide the
proper formation and co-ordinate the policy and
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efforts of the manufacturing industries to be
started. With these aims in view the Board
should be empowered.

1. To organise at the centre (g) technical
and research; (b} commercial and sta-
tistical, services under its control.

2. To devise legislation for the formation of
Central Financial Trust to work in co-
operaton with the Board.

3. To develop suitable trade relations with
foreign firms with a view to start manu-
facturing industry in India with their
co-operation.

4. To organise Indian technical education and
services In co-operation with Indian
educational cenires and manufacturing
firms in this countrv and abroad.

3. To devise legislation, in proper course of
time, rclating to such matters as general
supervision, protective tariffs, standard
specifications, electricity rates, relations
with consumers, electrical prices, etc.,
which are essential for the healthy dev-
clopment of the industry.

It may be suggested that in general the main
monetary burden of a supply scheme should be
shouldered, as it is done to-day, by the Gov-
ernment of the Province in which the scheme
is located whereas the major portion of the
capital required for financing a manufacturing
concern should come from private sources. The
Central Trust would thus be relieved of a major
responsibility, and can depend upon the initia-
tive of Provincial Governments and private in-
dustrialists {c make a success of an undertaking.
The sharing of capitalization by foreign firms
whose aid 1s essential, at least in technical
matters will have to be considered in this con-
nection.

The provincial electrical engineering depart-
ments should maintain the necessary services
to work in co-ordination with the Central
Organization. Provincial surveys relating to
power and other resources, potentialities of load
development, connections with local industrial-
ists, commercial propaganda, and such other
matters, should be left to tne Provincial De-

partments.

Potentialities of electricity in a couniry can-
not be assessed merely from the immediate
profit-earning capacity of the electrical industry.
In a general programme of industrial regenera-
tion of a nation the part played by power and
implements of cheap production claim equal
attention. Judged from this point there is a wide
field for electricity to grow in this country. At
this stage, therefore, what 1is necessary is a
guiding hand that would rally the scattered re-
sources of the country, guide them into proper
channels and bring about a proper co-ordina-
tion between this basic industry on one hand
and all the productive industries on the other,
fo the mutual benefit of both and to the general
prosperity of the country.




