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Archaeology 1n India

THE report on the work of the Archaologi-

cal Survey of India, recently drawn up
by Sir Leonard Woolley at the request of
the Central Government, should prove ex-
tremely helpful to the advancement of
knowledge of India’s past history. It 1is
short and easily read, and deserves to be
widely understood, for it suggests ways In
which, at an extra cost so small as
lo be negligible compared with present
normal cost, the country could benefit from
archaeological work to a far greater extent
than it has done hitherto.

It points out that *“Arch&ology could and
should play a far more important part than
it does in the life of the Indian people. In
a country where the historical sense has been
but little developed, where historical know-
ledge is very limited and is then confined for
the most part to that political history In
which the bias of party fceling tends rather

to the perpetuation of old animosities than
to the consciousness of national unity, the
study of the growth of civilisation is the most
salutory of all studies. Especially for an
Indian at the present time is it important
that he should learn how the India which he
knows has come into being, understand what
1s in the light of what has been, and in the
clashes of race and creed should stress not
the accidents of strife but the power of the
Indian spirit to assimilate what was good,
even in an enemy culture, without sacrificing
its own individuality. Here archa&ology can
help and the Archaological Survey as the
official organ of arch&ology has a duty to
perform.” This is the point of view from
which the whole report has been prepared.
To achieve such ends far more attention
needs to be paid to the interpretation of
archaological remains than is the case at
present, a coherent plan of campaign for
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filling the largest and most serious of the
many gaps in Indian archaological history
should have precedence over continuance of
work on sites already comparatively well
known, and publication of results needs to
be so reorganised as to bring the Department
into closer touch with the general public.
These and the provision of adeguate training
are the fundamental recommendations made,
but they all mmvolve considerable modifica-
tion of present practice, and the modifications
needed are carefully considered.

The report pleads especially that fair op-
portunities be given to members of the staff,
and points out that this will necessitate
specialisation within the Department, for its
work ‘“comprises the conservation of ancient
monuments, which reguires historical know-
Iedge, architectural appreciation and good
taste; excavation and exploration, which de-
mand specialised knowledge of a high order
such as can be obtained only by years of
experiénce and very careful tuition, to say
nothing of such technical equipment as
drawing, surveying, photography, etc.;
museum work, which is again a life-work in
itself. Every member of the staff is expected
to be proficient in the work of conservation
and excavation, may at any time be put in
charge of a museurn, and is in addition sad-
dled with a mass of clerical and office work
for which he has no special qualifications.
In short, each member is expected to be a
super-man, and that by -the light of nature,
for he receives little or no tuition in any of
those branches. It should be obvious that
with so many diverse calls upon him no man
can adequately answer to any of them.”
“There is in the present staff admirable
material, and wvacancies in the staff can be
filled from the ranks of Indian scholars and
individuals of genuine promise; but they
must be given a fair opportunity. I have
made the acquaintance of nearly all the
officers in the service and am convinced that
they would be the first to welcome a defini-

Archwology in India

[Current
Science

tion of function and an education that would
cquip them for the work which they are most
anxious to do, just as I believe they would
be. the first to appreciate the point of the
criticisms I have been compelled to make,
criticisms which in many cases echo their
expressed opinions.” “Training and tuition
are essential. Unwillingly but inevitably 1
have been forced to the conclusion that this
cannot be got in and from the Department as
at present constituted. In the matter of the
conservation of standing monuments the
Department, following carefully the prece-
dents laid down in the past, has done and 1s
doing admirable work to which I can give
unstinted praise; only where the preservation
of excavated buildings is concerned, for
which the precedents are more doubtful, have
they indulged in an exaggerated policy which
is wasteful financially and its results scienti-
fically deplorable. In the matter of excava-
tion I have on most sites which I have visited
found that the methods employed were bad,
trained observation conspicuous by its
absence, and the results in consequence in-
complete and untrustworthy. In the matter
of museum direction the report of Maessrs.
Markham and Hargreaves is sufficient con-
demnation: the work is amateurish through-
out and is seldom informed by any idea of
the purposes which a museum should serve.
If the present efforts of the Department can
be =o characterised it is manifest that the
staff, before it can train others, must itself
be trained, I therefore recommend the em-
ployment of a temporary Adviser on Archee-
ology who could deal with all the points at
issue.” In Sir Leonard’s opinion such an
adviser could in five years give the Depart-
ment all the special training it needs to
enable it properly to fulfil its obligations 1o
the country and to train future entrants if-
self. Such a super-man will on his own
showing not be easy to find, and he is careful

to indicate how he should be selected (p. 34).
The grounds for his admiration of the
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conservation of standing monuments by the

Department and of his criticisms of their
excavation work, conservation of excavated
buildings, and management of museums are
set forth on pp. 21--32.

On pp. 4-7 the most promising sites for
immediate excavation are discussed, and it
18 pointed out in conclusion that before sites
can be selected with really adequate know-
ledge “there is an enormous amount of pre-
liminary work to be done. Assisted by
Circle Officers the archaeological staff should
from now on be busied in preparing an
archazological survey of the whole country.
Sites of every kind should be visited, listed,
mapped, and a carefully made selection of
potsherds, coins, ete., collected from each
should be filed for identification when the
results of excavation make identification pos-
sible. I have ventured to recommend sites
for excavation on the strength of the study
of gazetteers, archaological reports and such
personal investigation as I have been able to
make In the course of three months:; but the
Director-General ought to have at his dis-
posal a detailed survey which would enable
him to draw up a programme for future work
calculated most surely and most economi-
cally to answer to the varying demands of
advancing knowledge. Virtually nothing has
vet been done in this direction. The task is
one requiring organisation and will not vield
immediate results, for until the collections
of pottery, etc., can be assigned to their place
in the type-sequence which only excaﬁation
can establish, the sites must remain undated;
but the material will be there and the filed
information will be of permanent value; but
it is one which cannot be taken 1n hand too
soon.”” The establishment of a pottery
seguence—or it may be several such sequen-
ces for different parts of the country--—is
considered to be probably the most im-
mediate need, for without it the dating of
sites and of the various strata they reveal
will in most cases remain impossible,
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Another line that needs to be taken up
at once 1s the Investigation of Stone Age
remains. ‘“‘India is one of the richest countries
in the world for remains of the earliest
phases of man’s existence. . The efforts
of keen amateurs such as Foote only em-
phasised the importance of the problems to
be solved; recently a foreign mission has
done some pioneer work in the North-West:
but it 18 not too much to say that this rich
field has been entirely overlooked by the
Archaological Survey of India and remains
unknown to science. The neglect of it by
the Archaeological Survey is due to the fact
that the study of Stone Age antiquities is
highly specialised and lies quite outside the
scope 0of the ordinary archaologist: it re-
quires a particular type of training, geologi-
cal knowledge, etc., and no member of the
Survey’s staff is at all capable of dealing with
1t. For this very necessary branch of work
to be undertaken specialists must be engaged,
and so vast is the field that such should form
a permaneni element of the staff.”

If anything like adequate attention is to
be paid to the almost unlimited number of
sites that seem likely to repay excavation
the Archaological Survey, even if much
more liberally financed than at present, will
need all the outside help it can get. It
should co-operate with universities and
museums, and do all in its power to attract
expeditions from outside the country. But
in doing so it must insist that nothing is
excavated except directly under fully quali-
filed expert supervision, and that the
country’s interests are adequately safeguard-
ed in the matter of the removal of antiquities.
In regard to the latter, evidence is given
of the need for tightening up existing
practice In certain respects and for a
much greater pgenerosity in others, and
amendments to the Ancient Monuments Pre-
servation Act are suggested both in regard
to these matters and to private ownership of

and trading in antiquities (pp. 9-16). The
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most Interesting and important objects should
only be preserved on the site when, as at
Sarnath near Benares, this is easily accessi-
ble from some important centre of popula-
tion, never when it is inaccessible as at
Nagarjunakonda. And it should be the aim
of the Department to see that the various
types of sculpture that have developed at
various times in various parts of the country
are well represented in museums, both in
India and abroad, provided they will be
safely preserved and properly uftilised for
public education. Only first class specimens
can worthily represent India’s achievements,
and in their absence from foreign museums
the country will not get a reasonable chance
of receiving the appreciation it deserves.
After discussing in detail the departmental
changes recommended, and their financial
implications, the report concludes “At pre-
sent the country expends twelve and a half
lakhs and gets, in my opinion, very poor
value for its money; there is indeed no
justification for so great an expenditure un-
less there is to be a very great improvement
in the work done by the Department, and
there is no chance of such improvement un-
less the Department be radically reformed.
But given reforms on the lines 1 have sug-
gested, and this small extra expenditure
which they involve, India will in a short
space of time be in possession of a first class
archaological service which will amply re-
pay its cost. The material for such a service
is ready to hand and it only requires to be
trained and organised to be of the utmost
value both to international science and to the
cause of popular education in this country.
If on the other hand it be decided that
a country so poor as India cannot afford the
extra half lakh of rupees which the scheme
of reform demands, then I can only say that
it is not justified in spending, as at present,
some twelve lakhs for which it gets so In-
adequate a return. It would be better to
set aside roughly six lakhs for continuing the
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upkeep of the ancient monuments already
conserved and io close down the Department
of Antiquities until the finances of the
country were In a more prosperous state or
until criticism in India and abroad made
the resuscitation of the Department un-
avoldable.”

The report contains wvaluable suggestions
some of which-—such as wider co-operation
with other institutions—had already been
initiated by the present Director-General
before it was written. It is to be hoped that
1ts strong wording will not be allowed to
interfere with the careful consideration that
it obviously deserves, and that the Central
Government will not fail to provide the
funds necessary to initiate all such develop-
ments as this consideration may show to
be desirable. India is so large a country
that it i1s impossible to stop or even ade-
quately check the destruction now going
on of scattered megalithic antiquities,
sculptures, etc. (most of them still unknown
to Investigators) by road menders, builders,
amateur excavators, etec. And if the other
alternative is adopted and all but the con-
servation side of the Department closed down
for a time, much of the priceless evidence
now available will inevitably have dis-
appeared before it can be investigated and
recorded.

The Indian Journal of Entomology

E have much pleasure in welcoming
the entry of a new Indian Scientific
Periodical—The Indian Journal of Entomo-
logy—into the arena of Indian Scientific
Journalism. It is intended to be the organ
of the Entomological Society of India, which
was Inaugurated m January 1938 at Calcutta,
at a joint meeting of Indian and British
Entomologists on the occasion of the Jubilee
Session of the Indian Science Congress.
Although entomological work has been in
progress in India for over fifty vyears, it is
a rather strange circumstance that there has



