Poetry in science—Results of the competition

Readers may recall that Current Science helped organize a competition on poetry in science three months
ago. There was a good response, with over 40 entries in English, seven in Hindi, one in Oriya, one in
Sanskrit, four in Tamil and four in Marathi. In addition, there was a whole collection of previously published
poems in Marathi, submitted by Professor K. D. Abhyankar of Hyderabad. For want of enough entries to
choose from, poems in these languages were not judged, and the evaluation was restricted to those in
English and in Hindi. | thank Professors Sujit and Meenakshi Mukherjee of Secunderabad for judging the
poems in English and choosing the best five entries, and Professor Kalidas Sen of the University of
Hyderabad for judging the entries in Hindi and choosing the best three.

— D. Balasubramanian

An unequal race Haikus

DNA was prime,
Till Prions came, defying
The monopoly

Declared the single sperm “I've won the race”
Penetrating the egg’s vitelline lace

‘No, no’, shouted the idlers behind This unique process,
Lashing their flagella with a single mind Gene programmed apoptosis,
Kills to promote life.
They thundered in unison
‘This race is null and void’ Limerick

‘Let us test him for anabolic steroid’ o
Used to simplify many a complex sum;

We hear that Moriarty’s treatise,
Caused its popularity to rise.
A shortcut to multiplication and less humdrum,
From "C, to "C, goes the Binomial theorem
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There was an old scientist from Patna
Who was awarded the Bharat Ratna
What he did, no one knew
But he thanked Laloo,

A professor once said of his grad student
“He is like God”; asked why, he said
“I believe he exists, but haven’t seen him around”

Mother Earth, and then God for this ghatna. The angry professor yelled at his students
“Time | heard some Eureka around Here”
“Jai Vignan”, the headlines scream Police arrested two of his students next day.

Indian science — cream of the cream
Many years later, lips still sealed
Was it thermo? What was the yield?
Did it really happen or was it a dream?

“We are very strict on rules”,
The Administration Man told the scientist
“You cannot buy ballpoint pens
since your grant has no provision for equipments,
However, you can buy refills

Raghavan Varadarajan Since they come under consumables”
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Cricket

With a chirp and a roar,
A cricket may declare:
My legs bear an ear,
And whiskers another;
The tail has a cere,
With yet one more!

Lichens

We are the crusty soldiers,
Hardy, tough and bold
Lords of rocks and crags,
Conquerors of cold;

We are the spicy lichens
Green cells in a mesh of mould
Masters at team play,
Worth our weight in gold!

Mushrooms

Time has come, the mushroom said
To quit this green hued clan;
Glycogened we, not starchy staid,
No paper coats, but chitined with elan!
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