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The First All-India Pharmaceutical
Conference

The first session of the All-India Phar-
maceutical Conference was held in the
Benares Hindu University on the 3rd and
4th of January 1941, Mr S. N. Bal, Ph.C.,
M.S., Curator, Industrial Section Indian
Museum, presiding. Prominent scientists
and representatives of pharmaceutical
concerns from all over India attended the
session.

Sir Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, inaugu-
rating the Conference, said that along
with the social and political awakening
in our country we are passing through a
phase of industrial renaissance. He ob-
served that India hitherto used to export

raw materials and import manufactured
drugs resulting in a great loss to the
country’s wealth.

Besides a number of scientific papers
read, two symposia were held, the first of
which was on the organization of the
chemical and pharmaceutical profession
in India with Prof. J. C. Ghosh, Director,
Indian Institute of Science, as Chairman,
and the second was on the manufacture
of drugs from indigenous resources with
Prof. T. R. Seshadri of the Andhra Uni-
versity as Chairman. In the course of his
address Prof. Ghosh remarked, ‘The war
is an ill wind, but it has blown at least
one good thing —the public are now
keenly anxious for the proper develop-
ment of a pharmaceutical industry and
the proper organization of pharmaceuti-
cal studies in the country. In olden days
the apothecary used to make in a shop all
the pills, tinctures and extracts which the
physicians prescribed, but the base of
most of these pharmaceutical operations
has now been transferred from the
apothecary’s stores to the factor of the
drug manufacturer; it is here that the
chemist and the pharmacist meet’. He
then referred to the Drugs Act and the
proposed Pharmacy Act and pointed out

how they would create a continual de-
mand for highly trained pharmaceutical
chemists.

Introducing the symposium on the
manufacture of drugs from indigenous
sources, Prof. Seshadri pointed out that
though the present time may be said to
be the most propitious for the rapid de-
velopment of a drug industry in India,
the response from industrialists including
capitalists and technologists has been
comparatively poor. A guarantee that the
present demand by the Government and
the public for drugs manufactured in
India will continue and that legitimate
protection against outside competition
will be given after the war, is needed for
providing the necessary stimulus for
large-scale drug production in the coun-
try. A protected drug supply is as im-
portant to the health of a community as a
protected water or food supply. No fam-
ine in these essential requisites or block-
ades can be allowed. He then discussed
how the Government, the industrialists,
the scientists, the universities, the politi-
cians and the public can play their part
for the rapid development of the drug
industry.
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