BOOK REVIEWS

to as the ratio of the number of males to
females (‘sex selection will lead to much
higher sex ratios’) but the official Indian
definition of ‘sex ratio’ is the number of
females per thousand males?, that makes
it a “falling sex ratio’. The author could
have researched and highlighted the spe-
cific regions (states or districts) within
India where this situation exists; it does
not prevail throughout India. There is
repeated usage of terms and the text is
verbose.

It was interesting to learn about the
historical perspective to ethics. This has
been, no doubt, dealt in detail throughout
the book. Furthermore, medical interven-
tions like genetic counselling and testing,
and ecuthanasia are rightly taken into
account. Chapter 3 ‘Issues concerning
health and biomedical innovations’
presents ethics arising from techniques
and therapies such as organ transplanta-
tion, stem cell therapy, cloning, patenting
of genes, DNA fingerprinting and gene
therapy. Before highlighting their ethical
implications, the author has detailed the
principle behind the techniques and
therapies. Various organizations, work-
ing throughout the world, that deal with
such debatable issues are named. Two
terms whose usage I am uncomfortable
with are ‘baby hatcheries’ and ‘body
selling” in the context of surrogate moth-
erhood. The author has succeeded in
explaining cloning, but its ethical impli-
cations are discussed only minimally.
While stating ethical concerns arising
from the Human Genome Project, it
would have been better if the author had
included a sentence or two on the budget
involved in studying the ethical, legal
and social issues (ELSI) arising from the
availability of genetic information (‘The
Department of Energy and the National
Institutes of Health devoted 3-5% of
their annual Human Genome Project
budgets. .. This represents the world’s
largest bioethics program. . . a model for
ELSI programs around the world*?).

The chapter ‘Genetic engineering, bio-
safety and experimentation’ provides an
overview of how ethics have given rise
to controversies over the use of genetic
manipulation. Few examples have been
cited in this context. However, the need
for addressing the controversy surround-
ing genetically modified crops remains.
There is no mention of the recent furore
over Bt Brinjal in India that would inter-
est the readers. Overall, this chapter is
informative and lists the approval com-
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mittees and guidelines for genetic mani-
pulation. Again, the author has not
included examples of microorganisms
along with their risk group classification.
The section entitled ‘Experimentation in
Humans® demands a mention of some
incidences that occurred in the past (for
e.g. the death of 49 children® in six clini-
cal trials at the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences). Ethical issues in bio-
diversity (chapter 5 — Biodiversity, intel-
lectual property rights and environment)
are minimally described. The chapter
also lists legislative measures pertaining
to protection of environment. The author
has cautioned against the use of plastic:
‘A plastic may be useful just for five
minutes but it will remain in nature for
five hundred years’. He also highlights
the Gandhian approach to solve problems
of the utilization of resources.

The book under review has rightly
focused on ethics in light of religion, as
ethics are born from religion. There are
certain repetitions, omissions and typo-
graphical errors that can perhaps be
taken care of in a second edition. Overall
observation is that Indian or Asian con-
text is rarely exemplified (book under
review is targeted to Indian-subcontinent
readers, according to the marketing rights
notification stated on a sticker over the
cover page). Majority of the examples
cited are from the Western countries.
Notwithstanding the drawbacks and
inadequacies stated here, the book is
useful for beginners and simple for a
layman to grasp. The bibliography pro-
vided at the end of the book adds value.
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The book under review addresses issues
concerning construction industry and sets
newer targets to be achieved in the
coming years. Construction industry
comprises essentially civil engineering
construction. The book edited by Asis
Kumar Pain contains two sections, one
having eight articles dealing with current
scenario and the other having five arti-
cles dealing with initiatives and experi-
The articles are written by
different authors. Interestingly, the book
starts with a mention on the importance
of construction industry and how it
markedly contributes significantly to the
world economy. It is true that the con-
struction industry is at its peak particu-
larly in our country and many other
developing countries due to increasing
demand on infrastructure including hous-
ing. The challenges facing the industry
are enumerated. It is well said that the
construction work force is getting de-
moralized due to increased automation.
Nevertheless, work force will be in greater
demand although supply may decline in
the years to come. Therefore, strategies
have to be adopted to sustain the work
force which in turn will sustain the
industry.

It is only quite recently we have heard
of terms like Build-own-transfer (BOT)
and Build-own-operate and transfer
(BOOT). They have come into vogue
because of increased interest in private
entrepreneurs to fund major projects.
Lack of funds from the government for
such projects also is one of the reasons.
In fact, schemes such as BOT and BOOT
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